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University ad-
ministrators an-
nounced that 
they cut all club 

budgets in half, in addition 
to other significant policy 
changes, Monday, Feb. 3. 

Effective immediately, 
Student Engagement is cut-
ting club budgets in half, 
purchase request policies 
are changing and the depart-
ment will not have access to 
ad hoc funds, said Dean of 
Students Michelle Brisson 
in an email to club leaders.

In response to the an-
nouncement, many club 
leaders expressed concern 
for their clubs’ events and 
the state of the university. 

Eva Woolard (‘26), vice 
president of the Drew Envi-
ronmental Action League, 
said, “[Our club] saved up 
all of our fall budget for Fern 
Fest in the spring, so we’re 
really upset at the sudden 
budget cuts.”

The budget cuts, despite 
surprising many students, 
follow a previous announce-
ment from President Hillary 
Link that the university 
needed to cut expenses by 
$5 million. 

“Effective immediately, 
there will be a significant 
suspension on spending, in-
cluding on budgeted expens-
es,” Link said in her update 
on the fiscal year 25 budget, 
which she sent to staff and 
faculty Jan. 16. 

In a statement to the 
Acorn, Link explained that 
the administration is taking 
a proactive approach to bal-
ancing the budget. She said 
this is in response to chal-
lenges caused by inflation, 
the decline in the number of 
college students nationwide 

and structural deficits that 
the university faced over the 
past decade. 

Their approach to bal-
ancing the budget included 
reviewing all budget lines 
and making cuts across all 
departments. 

“There are no easy deci-
sions and the cuts that were 
made across the institution 
were done through the lens 
of having the least possible 
impact on our students and 
the academic experience. 
While we face challeng-
es, there are so many great 
things happening at Drew,” 
said Link. 

Despite emphasizing the 
strength of Drew’s commu-
nity, Link’s fiscal update 
explained that deficit spend-
ing and financial aid costs 
are straining the budget. 
Furthermore, Link noted 
that the success of the fiscal 
year budget depended on 
both expense cuts and the 

aggressive growth of several 
revenue streams. 

While Link said that spend-
ing was mostly in line with 
the approved budget, the 
university needed to change 
the budget based on current 
revenues and expenses. 

“For the rest of the year, 
we will only be spending 
funds on items that are in-
arguably critical to our op-
erations,” said Link, after 
saying the finance team has 
already identified $2.5 mil-
lion in potential cuts.

In their announcement to 
club leaders, administration 
said they know club bud-
get cuts are disappointing 
and that club programming 
will have to be changed in 
response to budgetary con-
straints.

When asked if administra-
tion has plans to help support 
clubs with important events 
in the spring, such as Fern 
Fest, they emphasized that 

there are no additional funds 
available.

“Club leaders are encour-
aged to collaborate on events 
to maximize their budgets,” 
said Ellen Johnson, vice 
president for Enrollment 
Management & Strategic 
Communications.

During the Winter Leader-
ship conference, Student En-
gagement staff encouraged 
club leaders to find and share 
creative ideas to circumvent 
budgetary challenges, in-
cluding running fundraisers 
and cutting events.

“Clubs may also pursue 
merging, which should be 
done first at the club level 
and then through approval 
of BOB. Staff in Student 
Engagement is able to assist 
clubs in these processes,” 
said Johnson. 

In her email, Brisson also 
informed student leaders 
that all purchase requests 
must be made at least two 
weeks before event dates 
and requests would be close-
ly monitored and evaluated.

Johnson said, “All re-
quests for items now have 
a multiple step review pro-
cess, ultimately requiring 
area [vice president] ap-
proval,” when explaining 
the two week time frame for 
purchase request. 

Student Engagement staff 
also told club leaders that 
they should use all the mon-
ey they request or inform the 
department of unused funds. 

Administration Surprises Club Leaders by Slashing Budgets in Half 
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Deadly wild!res 
have recent-
ly continued to 
tear through the 

northern Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia, region with alarm-
ing frequency, with the lat-
est blazes this past month 
burning nearly 60 thousand 
combined acres. "e Pali-
sades and Eaton !res, both 
started on Jan. 7, continue 
to render much of the area 
uninhabitable, with many 
evacuation and stay-out 
orders still in place as of 
February. Almost 40 thou-
sand acres of January’s total 
destruction were caused by 
both Palisades and Eaton 
!res. About 29 fatalities 
have been con!rmed, and 
vast swathes of L.A. have 
entirely burned down.

Although state fire 
agency CAL FIRE has been 
able to fully contain both 
fires as of Feb. 8, the damage 
that the flames have caused 
is severe and widespread. 
CAL FIRE’s Incidents page 
indicates that the two recent 
fires form a significant part 
of the over 16 thousand 
structures destroyed by fires 
in 2025 alone so far. Ac-
cording to CAL FIRE, the 
Palisades fire (named for 
the neighborhood in which 
it started, known as Pacific 
Palisades) originated in an 
area southeast of Palisades 
Drive, while the Eaton fire 
(named for Eaton Canyon, 
also where it started) may 
have originated near Alta-
dena and Midwick Drives. 

Some have pointed to 
old equipment from regional 
power company Southern 
California Edison as the 
possible culprit behind the 
ignition of the Eaton fire. 
NBC Los Angeles showed 
a “cellphone video clip … 
[recorded from a] different 
position than most other 
videos of the first moments 
of the fire” that appears to be 
of a blaze starting below a 
decommissioned local elec-
trical tower. NBCLA reports 
that “dozens” of lawsuits 
have been filed alleging that 
this should result in Edison 
being held liable for starting 
the fire. 

Electrical engineer and 
fire investigator Ken Buske 
said to NBC that “one would 
not expect a non-energized 
line to come to life,” but that 
it remains a very real possi-
bility that the line was in-
deed re-electrified through a 
process known as induction, 
where improper grounding 
of wires could cause heat or 
sparks to develop. Edison 
itself also acknowledged this 

in a regulatory filing, say-
ing that it was “exploring” 
whether the decommissioned 
line that the tower was on 
could have contributed to 
starting the blaze. Sources 
are still divided over the po-
tential cause of the Palisades 
fire, with some speculating 
that it may have been ignited 
by the remains of another, 
much smaller blaze from 
days earlier.

CNN reports that more 
than 12 thousand homes 
have been completely de-
stroyed in the flames. On top 
of that, LA resident Eva Es-
queda (‘26) said that “even 
people whose houses were 
untouched can’t move back 
in for at least a year or two 
since gas, water, electrici-
ty, etc. will not be restored 
to affected areas until the 
damage is safely repaired,” 
rendering untold thousands 
more residents and their fam-
ilies unable to return to what 
remains of their day-to-day 
lives for an indeterminate 
length of time.

Many Drew students 
come to the Forest from 
various areas of California, 
including diverse areas of 

L.A. In regards to students 
who reside in areas affected 
by natural disasters, Admin-
istration sent out an email to 
all students from California 
as the fires exploded to a 
combined size of about 27 
thousand acres on the eve-
ning of Jan. 8: 

“As we watch the news 
about the wildfires impact-
ing California, our thoughts 
are with you as our records 
indicate this is your home 
state. While we recognize 
that California is quite vast 
and your specific hometown 
may not have been directly 
impacted, we also know that 
many people, families, and 
friends may navigate the af-
termath of tragedies like this 
in a variety of ways.”

The email encourages 
affected students to reach out 
to Dean of Students Michelle 
Brisson or Vice President for 
Campus Life Frank Merckx 
for support, highlighting that 
they are available “should 
[students] need anything 
during this time.”

Esqueda added that “the 
situation out west is devas-
tating. Although I’m lucky to 
have just had my power shut 

off, I know several friends 
and family members who 
have had to evacuate their 
homes as well as those who 
have lost their homes com-
pletely.” 

She expressed disap-
pointment in the federal 
government’s sluggish re-
sponse to the disaster after 
it approved emergency fund-
ing but did not assist much 
in the way of material aid 
like federal fire resources, 
saying that “everyone has 
been affected in some way 
or another, and it’s hard to 
watch all of this happen-
ing knowing that the state 
and federal government are 
lacking in their aid.” How-
ever, she noted, “it’s been 
extremely heartwarming to 
see people on this side of 
the country stand with us 
by donating clothes, food 
and other materials while 
spreading important infor-
mation to their communities, 
too.”

While the fires have 
been fully contained, the 
focus turns now to recovery 
from disaster and recon-
struction of communities. 
Many residents (including 
Drew students) have been 
left to pick up the pieces of 
what remains of their lives 
and livelihoods after the 
devastating blazes ripped 
through the area. Rebuilding 
their cities is likely to take 
years, if not decades.

Los Angeles Wildfires Continue to Tear Through City 

Flames ravage across the San Fernando 

Damage leftover from the fires.

Sabr Keres-Siddiqui is a soph-
omore majoring in Sociology 
and minoring in Journalistic 
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Eva Esqueda
Managing Editor

A#er o$cially tak-
ing o$ce earlier 
this month, the 
Trump admin-

istration issued an execu-
tive order on Monday, Jan. 
27, calling for a temporary 
pause in government fund-
ing to federal aid and pro-
grams, including grants and 
loans. 

Students and Americans 
both were taken aback by the 
decision, which comes after 
a slew of other aggressive 
actions on part of the pres-
idency. The order was then 
rescinded, however, after 
receiving legal pushback 
and criticism from political 
opponents and citizens alike. 

Since his inauguration 
on Jan. 20, President Don-
ald Trump has made clear 
his mission to undo policies 
set during the Biden admin-
istration. According to the 
American Council on Ed-
ucation, Trump has issued 
over two dozen executive 
orders, many of which carry 
the potential to affect the 
lives of students in higher 
education. 

Alongside various di-
rectives that seek to impact 
the livelihood of undocu-
mented students and demand 
for the rollback of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion poli-
cies, the memo issued by the 
Office of Management and 
Budget just a week into the 
Trump presidency marked 
another attempt to cease 
federal funding to programs 
that remain inconsistent with 
Trump’s agenda. Starting at 
5 p.m. on Jan. 28, the order 
would allow the government 

green new deal,” said Mat-
thew J. Vaeth, acting director 
of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

Yet, the vague wording 
of the memo sparked con-
fusion and unease among 
officials and members of 
the public as it wasn’t clear 
which programs would be 
affected by the pause in 
funding. 

“It’s incredibly unfor-
tunate to think that we have 
come to the point where 
education is not right and 
it’s being used as a weapon 

against our own people,” 
said Lindsay Orellana (‘26). 
“For first-generation stu-
dents like myself, these 
kinds of policies can be es-
pecially concerning because 
they often depend on grants 
and loans to break cycles of 
economic hardship.”

The order also prompt-
ed immediate legal action 
and questions concerning 
the constitutionality of the 
hold. Federal district judge 
Loren AliKhan issued a 
block just before the freeze 
was to go into effect Tuesday 

Trump Order Issued and Rescinded, Leaving Students Confounded

President Trump.

The White House.

Eva Esqueda is a junior ma-
joring in Media & Communi-
cations and minoring in Film. 

French, and American Studies.
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night, “pausing the plan for 
a week and setting a hearing 
for further arguments Mon-
day morning,” according to 
Daniel Barnes via NBC.

Following this, Vaeth 
informed federal agencies 
on Wednesday, Jan. 29, 
that the memo was being 
rescinded. Despite the re-
scission, White House press 
secretary Karoline Leavitt 
assured the populace on X 
that other such Trump direc-
tives would carry on in being 
implemented. 

As lawmakers and pub-
lic officials hurry to keep up 
with ongoing changes under 
the Trump administration, 
the implications of such ac-
tions will continue to reveal 
themselves to students and 
citizens alike. 

“While its rescission is 
a relief, the fact that it was 
even considered highlights 
the ongoing instability in 
education funding and the 
need for stronger protections 
for students who are already 
navigating an uphill battle,” 
said Orellana. 

The Drew Acorn is 
committed to updating the 
university’s community on 
subsequent current events. 
Drew students may contin-
ue to monitor our publica-
tion for ongoing updates 
on developments and in-
formation that could po-
tentially affect the well-be-
ing and livelihoods of those 
on campus. 
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time to decide precisely 
which programs are most 
in line with the president’s 
objectives.

“Federal agencies must 
temporarily pause all activi-
ties related to obligation or 
disbursement of all Federal 
financial assistance, and 
other relevant agency activ-
ities that may be implicated 
by the executive orders, 
including, but not limited to, 
financial assistance for for-
eign aid, nongovernmental 
organizations, DEI, woke 
gender ideology, and the 



Jodi Velez
Staff Writer

Drew’s O$ce of 
Campus Life & 
Student A%airs 
released an up-

dated version of their “Pro-
tocol for Responding to 
Requests for Information 
About Members of the Uni-
versity Community” in an 
email blast to students and 
community members on 
Wednesday, Jan. 29. "is 
comes in the wake of the 
recent drastic actions taken 
by the United State’s De-
partment of Immigration 
& Customs Enforcement 
since Donald Trump took 
o$ce on Jan. 20, including 
a marked spike in raids on 
businesses in northern New 
Jersey and other diverse ar-
eas.

The updated policy out-
lines procedures for “an 
appropriate response …[to 
requests for information 
about the community] in 
some situations,” and sets 
out guidelines for access to 
University data and other 
protected information, said 
Vice President for Campus 
Life Frank Merckx. Merckx 
acknowledged the recent 
heated political climate in 
his email to students about 
the policy.

 “[Drew] values the 
rich heritage of our diverse 
student and employee pop-
ulations, many who come 
to Drew from around the 
world” and “I would be re-
miss not to recognize that the 
current national dialogue has 
raised some of our commu-
nity’s concerns about their 
privacy and safety, ques-
tioning how other potential 
changes may affect them,” 
said Merckx.

The policy starts by 
laying a ground rule that 

“Drew University faculty 
and staff must take great care 
when responding to requests 
for information … about 
members of the University 
community.” 

It goes on to stipulate 
that the University has a 
working understanding with 
local law enforcement, and 
requires that any warrants or 
other legal notices that law 
enforcement may have to be 
served to the Vice President 
for Campus Life (Merckx, 
in this case) at the Ehinger 
Center. 

It also addresses media 
presence on campus, stip-
ulating that while media 
representatives do not need 
permission to be on adja-
cent streets (for example, 
across the street on Madison 
Avenue or Green Village 
Road), they must obtain 
prior approval from the Of-
fice of Communications or 
Athletics to be anywhere on 
Drew’s campus. If they enter 
without approval, Campus 
Security will “work with” 
Communications and they 
may be asked to leave. 

The document instructs 
anyone who witnesses or is 
confronted by law enforce-
ment walking onto campus 
that “per institutional poli-
cy,” they must immediately 
direct said agency to Campus 

Security and gives additional 
contact information for third 
parties to reach out to for 
specific inquiries. At the end 
of his email, Merckx also 
provided a number of other 
contacts that community 
members may “reach out to a 
variety of offices on campus 
for support or assistance or 
with any questions,” includ-
ing the Counseling Center 
and International Student 
and Scholars Services.

As Merckx acknowl-
edged, the political climate 
in the U.S. has become in-
creasingly heated and vola-
tile, due to the aftermath of 
Trump’s Jan. 20 inaugura-
tion. In the past few weeks 
alone, Trump has rapidly 
passed multiple executive 
orders commanding drastic 
changes that have thrown the 
country into disarray. 

These orders, while re-
versing several policies from 
the Biden administration, 
address topics including 
erasing queer and trans rep-
resentation in government, 
birthright citizenship and 
locking down immigration 
and border security. 

The orders are often 
criticized for being rushed and 
poorly thought out, causing 
widespread confusion — a 
recent loophole in one anti-
trans release accidentally 

rendered all U.S. citizens 
legally female, due to the 
administration’s failure 
to take into account that 
all humans have female 
b i o l o g i c a l  t r a i t s  a t 
conception.

Although New Jersey’s 
current governor, Philip 
Murphy, has repeatedly 
vowed to meet any order 
targeting the state with non-
compliance and to protect 
vulnerable minorities at all 
costs, Trump has repeatedly 
deployed U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
officers to many majori-
ty-Hispanic and majori-
ty-Black areas of New Jer-
sey.

 “Regarding the U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement raids, it’s defi-
nitely something I think a lot 
about as much as other His-
panics and people it affects. 
Being on campus, I feel safe, 
but it’s always a lingering 
thought that anything can 
happen in this world,” said 
Edgar Guzman (‘28). 

These recent deporta-
tion raids have led to random 
and warrantless detainments 
in nearby towns such as a lo-
cal business in Newark, New 
Jersey — despite Newark 
having established itself as 
a sanctuary city for immi-
grants in 2017. 

One of the detainees 
there was a U.S. military 
veteran who was interrogat-
ed about the authenticity of 
his military documentation. 
Mayor Ras Baraka of New-
ark said in a statement short-
ly after that “[the city] will 
not stand by idly while peo-
ple are being unlawfully ter-
rorized,” and condemned the 
incident as a “plain violation 
of the Fourth Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution.”

Even after the veter-
an, who is of Puerto Rican 
heritage, showed agents his 
valid veterans identification 
card, he was detained with-
out a warrant regardless 
and questioned repeatedly 
by officers, said a statement 
jointly published by Puerto 
Rico’s Resident Commis-
sioner Pablo José Hernández 
and New York congressman 
Adriano Espaillat. 

This terror that many 
immigrants feel is by no 
means new — it traces its 
roots all the way back to a 
lesser known part of history 
during the Great Depression 
when the U.S. government 
deported between 300,000 
and 2 million Mexican 
Americans and Mexicans, 
in a program known as the 
Mexican Repatriation. 

About 60% of them were 
American citizens whose 
parents were first-generation 
immigrants, and even mi-
norities born here continue 
to be targeted by predatory 
immigration policy. These 
widespread misconceptions 
about undocumented immi-
grants fuel angst and hatred, 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Raids Worry Students

A U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement officer in uni-

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement make an 
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munications and minoring in 
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and this has left members 
in educational and religious 
spaces to be cautious for the 
unexpected.

Trump’s recent U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement deployments 
are not limited just to New 
Jersey – a recent early-morn-
ing visit to an apartment 
building in Alexandria, 
Virginia, left many resi-
dents fearful and livid while 
speaking with local media 
outlet NBC4 Washington 
after agents began banging 
on their doors and in some 
instances, trying repeatedly 
to force their way into their 
homes at about 6:15 a.m. 

L o c a l  l e a d e r s  i n 
Maryland and other states 
throughout the country are 
preparing for U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement agents to begin 
entering previously private 
and protected spaces like 
churches and even elemen-
tary schools in attempts to 
ferret out children whom 
Trump’s “border czar,” Tom 
Homan, outlandishly claims 
are teenage MS-13 gang 
members. 

Many Drew students, 
witnessing these incidents 
day-by-day as one of the 
most connected generations 
in history, are shocked and 
appalled. “The treatment 
that immigrants face in this 
country is incomprehensible 
and needs to end. The U.S. 
is meant to be an open, free 
nation and we must work as 
a community to make it so,” 
said Stephanie Yanes (‘27). 

Note from the Au-
thors:

Is there really such 
a thing as the American 
dream? Is a country that 
prides itself on being the 
“melting pot” discarding 
the main ingredient? The 
snacks and spices from the 
international section of a 
grocery store, abroad sum-
mer vacations and upbeat, 
soulful music that Ameri-
cans cherish, originate from 
the people who uphold these 
traditions and values. From 
our cultural clubs such as 
ARIEL, South Asian Stu-
dent Association, Drew Af-
rican Student Association, 
Black student Union, Asian 
Student Union and Muslim 
Student Association, the 
purpose of Drew is to pro-
vide new experiences and 
education for all on campus. 
As a community that stands 
for unity and acceptance, we 
have a responsibility to look 
out for our peers and staff 
regardless of where they 
come from. 
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Happy Black History Month!!
Learn more about how Drew 
celebrated this holiday with a bingo 
event. 

PAGE 6

Evelyn Labbe
Staff Writer, Copy Editor

In collaboration with 
Gourmet Dining, Drew 
NightLife and the Asian 
Student Union hosted 

a celebration of the Lunar 
New Year on Friday, Jan. 31, 
with trivia, activities and 
cultural foods. Tables lining 
the lobby of the Commons 
welcomed students as more 
gathered inside to feast 
and test their knowledge of 
Asian culture. 

Once checked into the 
event, students were given 
Panda Express goodies, 
including a booklet of activi-
ties, a sticker sheet and some 
coupons. Several activities 
invited students to test their 
artistic skills, the first being 
an opportunity to practice 
the art of Chinese calligra-
phy. Afterward, they could 
take a photo with friends and 
props or try several crafts 
including making festive 
lanterns or origami hearts, 
cranes and snakes. 

Before dining inside, 
students could visit the 
snack-tasting table crowded 
with several goodies from 

different East Asian coun-
tries. Most popular were 
Korean Jeollanam-do honey 
rice cakes, salted egg yolk 
pastries with green bean 
mochi filling and sesame 
peanut brittle.

At the end of the line of 
tables was Heart of Dinner 
note writing. The table was 
filled with stickers, mark-
ers, crayons and other craft 
supplies. Here, students 
created heartfelt notes, writ-
ing messages in traditional 
Chinese, Tagalog, Korean 
or Japanese, and decorating 

them to be included in care 
packages for Asian elders in 
New York City.  

The Commons served up 
several cultural dishes for 
the celebration, including 
three-cup chicken, edama-
me, dumplings and spring 
rolls – to many, a noticeable 
upgrade in deliciousness 
from the usual menu. Des-
sert consisted of not only 
fortune cookies, but yummy 
mango sago and themed 
cupcakes as well. 

While eating, students 
g a t h e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e 

projector screen to play 
several Kahoot trivia games 
about different aspects of 
Asian culture, including 
questions about Lunar New 
Year traditions and history. 
Winners of the trivia games 
were given festive red gift 
bags filled with prizes like 
Ramune soda, Pocky and a 
stuffed plush. 

With students crowding 
The Commons in festivity, 
the combined efforts of 
student organizations and 
Gourmet Dining elevated the 
night into a true celebration 

The South Asian Stu-
dent Association 
hosted an event in 
Crawford Hall on 

Wednesday, Feb. 6. It was 
primarily a group discus-
sion on the current con!icts 
happening in South Asia 
and everyone in attendance 
was welcome to sip on boba 
while having these conver-
sations. 

Two of the board mem-
bers of the South Asian Stu-
dent Association, Arya Patel 
(‘27) and Aaran Robinson 
(‘28), led the discussion and 
briefly educated everyone on 
the history of the Israel-Pal-
estine and Kashmir conflicts. 
They asked questions such 
as “How might the media be 
influencing our opinions?” 
and “When, if at all, is the 
use of violence justified?” 
These questions sparked 
interesting and important 
discussions of war and how 
we are informed about it, 
allowing for all participants 
to be better educated on 
both conflicts and their long 
history.

All of the students in 
attendance were highly 
encouraged to participate 
open ly ,  sha r ing  the i r 

Commons Celebrates the Year of the Snake

opinions and views on the 
current conflicts. Several 
students were eager to raise 
their hands and initiated 
serious discussions on war 
and politics.

While there were ques-
tions asked specifically 
about the two conflicts, there 
were also some asked about 
war and genocide in gen-
eral. Most people did not 
realize how messy conflicts 
can get when other powers 
interfere, or when someone 
resorts to violence to resolve 
a conflict. 

The event wrapped up 
with the hosts thanking ev-
eryone for coming to learn 
more about the conflicts. 

Overall, it was a well-at-
tended event that provided 
students with the opportu-
nity to gain more knowledge 
about current events and 
share their thoughts in a wel-
coming environment.

IMAGE COURTESY OF DEE COHEN

Year of the Snake, Lunar New Year celebration at The Commons.

Evelyn Labbe is a first-year 
student who is undecided on 
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Make Boba not War with SASA

of Asian culture and the 
Lunar New Year. 
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Boba ready for students to en-
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Devan Sutaria
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A joyous, lively en-
ergy met Craw-
ford Hall on Mon-
day, Feb. 3 when 

SheLeads hosted their an-
nual Jeopardy event. With 
creative questions and an 
infectious energy from the 
hosts, the participants exit-
ed the event with not only 
a newfound knowledge of 
the historic achievements 
of women, but with creative 
prizes as well. 

The club’s Chief Operat-
ing Officers, Nadia Porchetta 
(‘26) and Anjelina Grisafe 
(‘26), both designed the 
questions and categories as 
well as cohosted the event, 
asking a variety of questions 
ranging from “She’s a Ten!” 
on women Olympians to 
“Femininomenon” on fe-
male popular culture icons. 
The duo also had the difficult 
task of determining which 
team was the first to raise 
their hands, which led to 
some playful banter between 
the three competitive teams. 

Porchetta thoroughly 
enjoyed her time hosting 
t h e  e v e n t  a n d  w a s 
pleased with possessing 
the ability to further her 

campus’s knowledge of 
the significance of female 
achievement. 

Reflecting on the event, 
Porchetta said, “The ex-
perience was fabulous. To 
have a platform, even if it is 
a very small one, that I can 
use to highlight unsung fe-
male heroes and bring about 
more everyday knowledge 
in a creative, fun way is 
very special. I, myself, even 

learned a lot throughout 
the process of making the 
questions.”

The SheLeads team in at-
tendance also gave out vari-
ous prizes for all contestants. 
Prizes included  SheLeads 
crew neck sweatshirts, fuzzy 
socks and a skincare routine. 

Founded in 2023, She-
Leads has proved to be an 
enriching, empowering sta-
ple on Drew’s campus.

President Holly Clare 
(‘25), who was unable to 
attend the event, reflected on 
the experience of Monday’s 
event, as well as the strides 
the club has taken in just 
two years. 

“I am so proud of this team 
who put everything together, 
and it’s made me so happy 
to hear how much everyone 
enjoyed it. It has been a spe-
cial experience to be a part 

Drew’s Student En-
gagement Diversity De-
partment and Drew Night-
Life hosted a Black History 
Month-themed bingo event 
on Feb. 7. 

When entering Craw-
ford Hall at the Ehinger 
Center for this event, par-
ticipants were given a bingo 
board as well as a punch 
card. 

The punch card is for 
individuals to bring to every 
Black History Month event 
they attend. For every event, 
they are given a sticker to 
add to the card. By Feb. 28 
at the “A Touch of Soul” 
event, whoever has the most 
stickers and therefore who-
ever has attended the most 
events for Black History 
Month by then will get a 
prize – so make sure to keep 
up with all the Black History 
Month events happening in 
the future!

The event was opened 
by recently graduated Mu-
thoni Githinji (C’24). Being 
very engaged in various 
clubs before graduating, 
she talked about passing the 
baton of student and club en-
gagement to others like the 
students hosting the event, 
Fundi Ngcongwane (‘27) 
and Grailin Simmons (‘27). 
Ngcongwane and Simmons 
are helping coordinate and 
plan all of the Black History 
Month events. 

SheLeads Jeopardy: Informational and Enriching Night 

The event kicked off 
with participants having to 
achieve bingo in various 
unique shapes. For example, 
in one of the games, one had 
to have a heart on their bingo 
board to call bingo. When 
one achieved the winning 
shape, they would be able 
to win prizes. Some prizes 
like cards, hair products, 
a sweater and more were 
offered. The most coveted 
prize of the evening was a 
new record player.

There were several in-
stances of multiple partic-
ipants calling bingo at the 
same time. In these cases, 
Drew’s classic bingo settler 
was always brought out: 
rock, paper, scissors, shoot. 
Everything from the event, 
prizes and bingo settlers all 
made the event something 
everyone in the community 
could enjoy. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF DEVAN SUTARIA

SheLeads Members calling out bingo numbers.

Devan Sutaria is a junior 
majoring in Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology.

Kayla Kiernan
Staff Writer 

Bingo Event Celebrates Black History Month

Kayla Kiernan is a first-year 
student who is undecided on 

of building up a community 
of empowered women who 
are ready to take the next 
step in their future chapters,” 
Clare said.

SheLeads will host their 
next event – a fashion show 
in collaboration with the 
Career Closet – on Monday, 

When playing a game as 
heart-wrenching as bingo, it 
has the power to bring com-
munities together. Overall, 
it was a very successful and 
energetic event. 

There will be many 
more events to come: Black 
In Politics in Crawford Hall 
on Feb. 17, Movie Night 
in Crawford Hall on Feb. 
18, Roots In Rhythm: Afro 
Diasporic Dance Workshop 
in Crawford Hall on Feb. 20 
and many more. Other such 
events are listed on the Black 
History Month Calendar on 
the @drewstuact Instagram 
page.

IMAGE COURTESY OF DEVAN SUTARIA

SheLeads members gathered together. 
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Black History Month Bingo poster.

Bingo boards. Bingo presentation area. 
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In light of Drew’s re-
cent budget cuts and 
added expenses, many 
students are urging 

administration to be more 
transparent about budget-
ing. Already, students have 
been voicing dissent in 
regard to student life and 
concerns pertaining to the 
future of our institution.

Some students have 
even begun to fill out transfer 
applications. With Drew’s 
failing reputation, we can 
expect greater transfer rates 
and lower application rates. 
If our financial reputation is 
not transparently addressed, 
it is not only the student 
body, but the future of the 
university that is at risk. 

Students on Yik Yak 
have voiced concerns that 
the school may be shutting 
down. One anonymous post-
er wrote, “Is no [one] else 
freaking tf out bc it really 
feels like we’re about to shut 
down?” The post received 
25 upvotes from students 
who felt similarly. Given 
the closure of the University 
of the Arts in Philadelphia 
only last year, the possibility 
seems very real to Drew stu-
dents – especially since the 
administration continues to 
keep us in the dark.

It is unlikely, however, 
that Drew will actually shut 
down. 

It is a fact that Drew 
has had financial issues 
for a while. As a private 
institution, Drew relies on 
donations from various 
sources – especially alum-
ni – for funds. Compared 
to other liberal arts schools, 
however, they receive a lot 
fewer donations. Drew’s en-
dowment – its collection of 

donated assets – therefore is 
much less than that of other 
liberal arts colleges. 

Moreover, on aver-
age, Drew gives out more 
scholarships to its students 
than the average liberal arts 
college. “Drew University 
offers an average school 
grant of $22,610, which is 
$8,811 higher than the aver-
age for private not-for-profit 
schools, which is $13,799,” 
according to PrepScholar. 
Although this is good for 
students and for the school’s 
reputation, it is not so good 
for the university’s finances. 

Following past spend-
ing on campus renovations 
such as the construction of 
McLendon in 2009, the cur-
rent administration is facing 
a desperate need to replenish 
the endowment. The Drew 
Forest and land sale was 
intended for this purpose; 
however, while the terms 

for the sale have been agreed 
upon, the transaction has yet 
to take place. This delay may 
be related to Trump’s efforts 
to freeze federal funding, 
though this is currently un-
confirmed. 

The delay of the forest 
sale explains the sudden 
cut in club budgets and the 
attachment of fees to what 
should be free campus ame-
nities. 

Before the spring se-
mester began, a mass email 
was sent out to the student 
body with a new lockout 
policy. Any student who ac-
cidentally locks themself out 
of their room is now required 
to pay a $25 fine for Campus 
Security to come and help 
them get back in. This is 
automatically charged to 
our student account with no 
questions asked. 

Similarly, a new policy 
has been implemented in the 

English department for both 
professors and students. Pro-
fessors who require a course 
reader for their curriculum 
now need to send in the 
request before the semester 
begins so that it can be added 
to the student’s tuition.

We can only hope that 
the university and the Bor-
ough of Madison complete 
the Drew Forest transaction 
soon.

In the meantime, how-
ever, students are frustrated 
that despite Drew’s financial 
issues, money is being put 
into expensive renovations. 
Students feel that the ex-
pansion of the LIFE station 
and the addition of a do-it-
yourself teaching kitchen 
space in The Commons are 
not necessary additions to 
student life on campus.

“Where is our money 
going?” asked one anony-
mous Yik Yak poster. An-
other responded, “To remod-
el Commons because that’s 
totally what we needed …”

When asking Gourmet 
Dining’s Resident Manager, 
Joseph Cavanaugh, about 
how they would respond to 
student criticism about these 
additions, he said, “We un-
derstand that change can be 
complicated, especially as 
we’ve faced some delays in 
our construction timeline.” 

While campus additions 
are important in improving 
the quality of life on campus, 
many students would much 
rather their tuition money go 
toward things such as club 
funding, which they view as 
integral to student life.

Clubs are responsible 
for planning and administer-
ing student events. Cutting 
club budgets in half will 
presumably cut the number 
of campus events in half, 
or else seriously impact 

Students are Concerned as Drew’s Finances are Failing

IMAGE COURTESY OF DEE COHENA collection of Yik Yak posts regarding Drew’s current financial situa-

 The Lead Editorial is a reflec-
tion of the collective opinion of 

the editorial board.

their quality and attendance. 
Student Government, for ex-
ample, has voiced frustration 
at their inability to provide 
funding for all of the events 
that are pitched to them, 
given that their budget this 
semester is only $2,000. 

Others would like to see 
Drew focusing its efforts on 
saving Sitterly House, The 
Other End and the Com-
muter Lot – spaces that will 
be sold when the Drew land 
sale is finalized – but serve 
integral functions for student 
life and are landmarks of 
university history.

Although we acknowl-
edge the necessity of re-
plenishing the endowment 
and budgeting spending, we 
believe that the Drew admin-
istration needs to adjust their 
budget according to student 
voices and needs. 

Moreover, the admin-
istration needs to be trans-
parent with the student body 
about the university’s finan-
cial situation and the reasons 
behind added expenses and 
budget cuts. When students 
learned that Drew was cut-
ting funding for clubs in half, 
they experienced a wake-up 
call – many students had no 
idea that we are, and have 
been, low on funds. This 
realization has left students 
concerned about the future 
of the school they have 
invested so much time and 
money into.

With both their savings 
and their futures on the line, 
it is understandable that stu-
dents are concerned. Now it 
is Drew’s turn to respond. 

LEAD EDITORIAL
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For Amélie Nothomb 
in “The Character 
of Rain,” life be-
gins with nothing 

until we have the ability to 
claim our identity. Trans-
lated from its original and 
more compelling French 
title “Métaphysique des 
tubes,” Nothomb introduc-
es us to the mind of God 
on its transition to human-
ity, using language and the 
image of “tubes” to illustrate 
the narrator’s descent from 
divinity.

Following Japanese 
tradition, before the age of 
three, children are consid-
ered to exist in the realm 
of the divine, comparable 
to God’s. The novel takes 
the reader on the journey 
of three-year-old Nothomb, 
following her evolution 
from a God to a child with a 
sense of self. As we follow 
the child’s development, we 
are flooded with her philo-
sophical musing on being, 
language, nothingness, flu-
idity, identity and life itself. 

The narrator enters the 
world incapable of produc-
ing speech, silent and immo-
bile, but becomes aroused 
from her plantlike state with 
an engaging desire to pro-
duce complex language. 
God is aware and makes it 
incredibly clear to the reader 
that they are cogent and ar-

ticulate, understanding Japa-
nese and French, but without 
the ability to use either to 
express herself outwardly. 

God, however, begins 
as a tube: an entity with no 
cycle, only a definitive be-
ginning and a definitive end. 
God constructs a winding 
metaphor for what it means 
to have life pass through us 
as passive vehicles, only to 
be roused by pleasure. 

It is not until the nar-
rator’s grandmother gives 
her a piece of white choc-
olate that the screaming to 
express words ceases, and 
the narrator discovers that 
with pleasure exists “me.” 
It is at this moment that the 
narrative perspective shifts 
from an external “nothing,” 
observing the narrator, to 
occupying the position of 
the storyteller and finally 
switching to first-person. It’s 
the sweetness of pleasure 
that rouses the infant: “I’m 
not an ‘it’ I’m a ‘me’!”

With her vocal agency, 
the narrator manipulates the 
perception of those around 
her with her first words, after 
“mama” and “dada.” On a 
quest to say what captures 
her vision of the universe in 
a tubular sense, she gravi-
tates toward words that turn 
something into nothing and 
vice versa. For the narrator, 
to utter a word is to give it 
weight and meaning, to give 
it an identity worth engaging 

and discussion of death and 
suicide or suicidal ideation. 

Nothomb’s short 132-page 
work, gives the reader the 
opportunity to reexamine 
what it means to exist, espe-
cially once we fall to nothing 
in our descent from being 
God and are stripped of our 
agency to dictate what’s 
around us. 

Trigger warning: The 
novel does have references 

Nicole Sydor
Staff Writer

The Sydor Synopsis: A Baby’s Perspective on Being God

Nicole Sydor is a graduate 
student pursuing a masters in 

teaching.

with, and likewise to turn 
nothing into something.

Eventually, as the nar-
rator grows, she realizes she 
has less power over her sur-
roundings. We come to see 
the transition of a child who 
consumes the world with 
their divinity, to a world that 
consumes the child and at its 
heart the individual. Claim-
ing identity becomes more 
difficult, and society assigns 
identity to you when you are 
no longer God. It is suddenly 
not so simple as the narrator 
suggests, using a pleasure 
as pure as white chocolate 
to launch and solidify one’s 
being into existence. 

An observer and a 
master of language, God 
devolves and evolves si-
multaneously, coming to 
possess their own identity 
in exchange for divinity. 
The reader is placed on a 
journey, much like that of 
something passing through 
a tube, like the rice cakes 
our narrator feeds the carp 
bestowed upon her for her 
birthday. They are an as-
sumption of her identity 
that brings her a grotesque 
and all-consuming disori-
entation, robbing her of her 
selfhood and her essence; 
they suck the life and godly 
being out of her, as much as 
those in her life around her. 

“The Metaphysics of 
Tubes,” a much more fitting 
and intriguing translation for 

With this publication 
coming out on Valentine’s 
Day, it is more than neces-
sary to talk about why love is 
great and the advancements 
the world has made in the 
category of love. 

If the world is feeling 
heavy, especially on a day 
like Valentine’s Day, it is 
easy to forget that love is 
more than just a societal 
construct; it is a concept 
that overflows almost every 
single living organism on 
this planet and has outlasted 
recorded history. 

To start, there have been 
some major wins for love re-
cently around the world. 

Thailand became the 
first Southeast Asian and 
third Asian country overall 
to legalize same-sex mar-
riage, and on Jan. 23, hun-
dreds of couples celebrated 
the occasion with a mass 
wedding. 

The ceremony was host-
ed by a rights group named 
Naruemit Pride, which 
means “Creating Pride” 
when translated. The hall 
was filled with lovers old 
and young, gay and straight, 
to celebrate this massive 
victory for the country. 

Despite the raging 
fires occurring in Southern 

California, many engaged 
couples are still finding ways 
to celebrate their marriages. 
Through the support of 
their communities, couples 
have been able to continue 
with their wedding plans by 
hosting their weddings in 
community spaces instead 
of the original wedding 
venues that had been chosen. 

According to the New 
York Times, in light of the 
fires, many couples moved 
up their wedding dates in 
order to create a sense of 
community and be able to 
gather with loved ones in 
their times of need. 

“My mom convinced 
us that people need some 
sort of outlet for community 
right now, and that’s how 
it felt,” said Nick Campell, 
one of the grooms inter-
viewed for the New York 
Times. 

Love can get  you 
through the hard stuff. 

Even when it is hard to 
be in love, it is the effort that 
makes it feel so wonderful. 
Love is still strong when a 
couple is fighting. It is pres-
ent in the small jokes that 
are made to try and make the 
other person laugh during a 
serious discussion. 

Love is also every-
where. 

It finds itself in almost 
every aspect of life, creating Student digital drawing of a heart.

Allison Cannon
Assistant News Editor, Staff 

A Valentine’s Day Opinion: Love is Great. Here’s Why

Alisson Cannon is a first-year 
majoring in psychology and 
studio art and minoring in 

Spanish.
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a beneficial environment for 
us all.

We have found love 
in a plate of food on a day 
when everything seems to go 
wrong and a pick-me-up is 
needed. We have found love 
in the friendships we seem 
to create when we enter new 
spaces and in the awkward 
first conversations that will 
soon turn into inside jokes 
and conversations. 

Love is even known to 
bring better physical and 
mental health, with benefits 
being linked to low blood 
pressure and greater life 
satisfaction. 

But  even  wi th  a l l 
the benefits, love can be 

overlooked and pushed into 
a stereotypical category. 
People say that they wish 
to be in a relationship—that 
it will “fix them” and that a 
lover is the only thing that 
is worth putting effort into. 

But something that can 
be easily forgotten is that 
those same people can have 
friends, family and even pets 
that fill their lives with love. 

Platonic love is the first 
thing we learn as children. 
Phrases like “Always treat 
others how you want to 
be treated” and “Love thy 
neighbor” have been in-
grained into our minds for 
good reason. The love we 
feel in life is not always de-

fined by relationship status, 
popularity or where we fall 
on the social ladder. It is 
defined by personal growth 
and the joy we feel in our 
communities. 

If anything, I want the 
takeaway from this article 
to be that love is complex, 
and that it can show up as 
empathy or passion, but also 
as friendship and loyalty, 
tenderness and appreciation. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF PIXABAYA baby gripping an adult’s hand.
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Dalila Benmakhlouf
Staff Writer

The original “Nosfer-
atu” (1922) film was very 
popular, with Rotten To-
matoes ranking it a 97%. 
In comparison, the recent 
remake directed by Robert 
Eggers led to a downfall in 
the gothic horror genre. 

The film is loosely 
based on Bram Stoker’s 
“Dracula.” The plot is set 
around Thomas Hutter, who 
gets sent to work with an 
isolated man named Count 
Orlok for a real estate trans-
action. As the plot progress-
es, Orlok is revealed to be 
a vampire who is obsessed 
with his wife, Ellen, and 
has been possessing her for 
years. This leads to a blood 
plague that Orlok spreads to 
the town, causing terror to 
the people living there. 

“Nosferatu” has be-
come a huge phenomenon 
in the recent year. That does 
NOT mean the remake of 
the film has hit a mark for 
accurate Gothicism. 

For starters, Eggers was 
known for also directing 
films such as “The Witch” 
(2015) and “The Light-
house” (2019).

The  v ideo  edi t ing 
throughout the film made 
the pacing feel slow; at first, 
I believed it was intentional 
until they got to the scene in-
troducing the blood plague. 

It was an attempt to make 
the climax of the plot feel 
chaotic, like an action movie 
that essentially did not have 
a thorough execution. 

The characters were in-
teresting to learn about; 
however, they were nowhere 
similar to the original, but 
instead just variants from 
his past films. This was 
especially irritating to dis-
cover when the children 
of Friedrich Hutting were 
introduced. What made it 
unoriginal was how the two 
little girls, Clara and Louise, 
were an exact depiction of 
the twin siblings in his other 
film, “The Witch” (2015), 
Mercy and Jones. 

Clara and Louise both had 
the same personality, bratty 
and extremely whiny. It is 
almost as if Eggers direct-
ed them to have identical 
voices as well. This was an 
extremely cheap way of try-
ing to use his directing skills 
as a signature style for his 
movies.  Like other directors 
such as Wes Anderson and 
Greta Gerwig, every director 
has a signature style in every 
element that makes a film. 
Eggers attempts to make this 
film a signature “artsy” film 
the same way A24 studios 
would have. In light of this, 
it made the film very sad to 
watch.

This is only a terrible 
attempt given that “Nos-
feratu” is an original from 
back in 1922, making it a 
silent film. Ellen Hutter is 
known in the film for being 
possessed by Count Orlok. 
The constant groaning and 
moaning she does in the 
film seems to be sexualized 
given how the original is 
known for being silent (it’s 

giving Dan Schneider if you 
ask me). 

On top of that, Eggers 
uses multiple shots that he 
attempts to make into his 
style such as the beginning 
of the film when he is seen 
sucking the blood of Ellen’s 
husband, Thomas, who is 
meant to be working for 
him in his mansion. The 
shot used for this was a full 
shot to see Nosferatu’s entire 
body shaking while sucking 
Thomas’ blood. 

If it was a close-up shot 
instead, it would’ve been 
less humorous to see Nos-
feratu shaking his butt while 
doing his vampire deeds. 
Next to Ellen’s scene where 
she is sticking out her tongue 
as she is being possessed in 
front of her husband, the film 
seemed more humorous than 
scary or horrific. 

With that being said, 
Eggers’ films are known for 
being produced by A24, a 
film studio that scouts for 
films with a certain style 
or aesthetic, most famous 
for “Euphoria” (2019) and 
“Everything Everywhere 
All At Once” (2022). The 
unfortunate case for audi-
ences to understand is that 
A24, in fact, did not work for 
this film. This understanding 
made me realize how his 
focus on making Nosferatu 
a signature A24 style made 
him lose the focus on mak-
ing a well-developed remake 
of the original, especially for 
the horror film. The perfect 
example of this is another re-
cent film, “Joker 2” (2024). 

There are certain films that 
have a much greater need 
to adhere to a certain plot 
and other forms of action. A 
director should not, for ex-
ample, turn a superhero film 
into a musical, or a vampire 
film into what is essentially 
an adult pornography film. 

The remake of “Nosfer-
atu” lacks a more accurate 
depiction of the narrative 
from the original, especially 
with the characters’ depth. 
Instead, the narrative was 
undeveloped, rushing just 
to get to the ending. The 
ending of “Nosferatu” is the 
only real thing I can fully 
remember, given how it 
was the only time they made 
an attempt at showing the 
real essence of the original 
film and how it could have 

Nosferatu (2024) Review: Sucking The Life Out of Film

Dalila Benmakhlouf is a senior 
majoring in English literature 
and minoring in classical stud-

ies.

looked if it was properly 
remade today.

Even though this film 
has already been nominat-
ed for an Oscar, I will not 
change my opinion on how 
I see “Nosferatu.” Even 
Count Orlok will always 
be a fan fiction’s attempt at 
representing Count Dracula 
(literally, as Movie Web 
explains it). This is the one 
film that I truly hope down 
the line can be remade once 
again.
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Benjamin Castro
Staff Writer

With the opening 
of In the fast-
paced, digital 
world of to-

day, having a strong person-
al brand is both a necessity 
and an advantage. Whether 
you are applying for intern-
ships, preparing for job in-
terviews or building a pro-
fessional network, how you 
present yourself can shape 
your future opportunities. 

Employers are no lon-
ger focused solely on re-
sumes. They want to know 
who you are, what you can 
bring to the table and how 
effectively you can market 
yourself. This is where per-
sonal branding can make a 
difference. 

Personal branding in-
volves defining your unique 
value proposition and leav-
ing a lasting impression. 
Whether you are a first-year 
student exploring career 
paths or a senior applying 
for full-time roles, a well-de-
veloped personal brand can 
set you apart from the com-
petition. 

In an increasingly chal-
lenging job market, recent 
college graduates face stiff 

competition. It is not just 
from their peers but also 
experienced professionals 
adapting to the evolving 
workplace shaped by arti-
ficial intelligence. As AI 
continues to automate tra-
ditional roles, the ability to 
stand out with a strong per-
sonal brand has never been 
more crucial.

At Drew, students have 
the opportunity to develop 
these essential skills in the 
Personal Branding course 

taught by Professor Robert 
Donnelly. The course fo-
cuses on helping students 
identify their strengths, craft 
their professional narratives 
and create cohesive online 
profiles that reflect their 
goals and values.

“Given the fact that 
technology and AI is altering 
the nature of work, it is im-
perative that Drew students, 
all students for that matter, 
consider developing their 
personal brand to market 

themselves via social media 
in the new world of work,” 
said Donnelly. 

The course goes beyond 
theory, offering practical ex-
ercises that prepare students 
to navigate the evolving job 
market with confidence.

“One of the most signif-
icant takeaways for me was 
the focus on self-discovery. 
The class helped me iden-
tify my unique strengths, 
values, and skills and align 
them with my career aspira-
tions,” said Taylor Dombalis 
(C’24). “It taught me that 
personal branding isn’t just 
about presenting myself pro-
fessionally but about staying 
true to who I am and com-
municating my authenticity 
effectively.”

With a job market that 
is becoming increasing-
ly competitive, building 
a strong personal brand is 
not just about finding a job, 
but about creating oppor-
tunities and leaving lasting 
impressions. Taking steps to 
develop your personal brand 
can help you stand out in the 
crowd and open doors you 
may never have imagined.

With evolving trends re-
shaping the market and re-
ducing traditional opportuni-

The Power of Personal Branding: A Course Suggestion

IMAGE COURTESY OF ROBERT DONNELLYA personal branding graphic.

Benjamin Castro is a senior 
majoring in marketing and 

business..

ties, recent college graduates 
must be proactive. Instead of 
simply waiting for opportu-
nities, students can create 
them by leveraging social 
media to showcase their 
brands and connect directly 
with professionals. 

This approach helps stu-
dents stand out and access 
roles that may not exist 
through traditional job 
searches. 

For students looking to 
develop themselves, the 
Center for Career Develop-
ment at Drew is an excellent 
resource. The staff provides 
assistance with digital pro-
file development, crafting 
and refining your resume 
and perfecting small details 
such as your elevator pitch. 
The center also offers guid-
ance on job and internship 
opportunities.  

If you are ready to develop 
your personal brand and take 
it to the next level, consider 
registering for the Personal 
Branding course in future 
semesters. 

IMAGE COURTESY OF LINDA GSCHWENTNER ON PEXELSTheater seats.
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ACROSS
1 Warm embrace 
4 Grasp 
5 Letter starter 
6 A hug and a kiss 
7 Gift tag word 
9 Special delights 

10 Under Cupid’s spell 
13 (With 8 Down) A candy 
heart saying 
14 Valentine’s decorations 
16 The best type of love 
17 Look to buy gifts 
19 Flower arrangement 

ACROSS
1 Hug
4 Hold
5 Dear
6 XO

7 Fom
9 Treats
10 In love
13 Be
14 Hearts 

16 True
17 Shop
19 Bouquet
20 Date
21 Reeses

22 Ardor

DOWN
1 Heartthrob
2 Chocolate

3 Affair
7 February
8 Mine
11 Newlyweds
12 Kiss

15 Sweetheart
18 Poem

CROSSWORD 
SOLUTIONS

20 Dinner and a movie, 
perhaps 
21 Peanut-butter candy that 
come’s in hearts 
22 Strong devotion

DOWN 
1 Dreamboat 
2 Candy that the lovers gift 
on Valentine’s Day 
3 Romantic interests could 
have an _____ of the hearts 
7 Cupid’s month 

8 (With 13 Across) A candy 
heart saying 
11 Happy couple 
12 Affectionate greeting 
15 Affectionate pet name 
18 Verse that might be 
written for a lover

Treat Yourself to a Valentine’s Day Crossword Puzzle
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BENJAMIN CASTRO
Staff Writer

Balancing academics 
and athletics is no 
easy feat, yet Drew’s 
s tudent-at h le tes 

continue to rise to the chal-
lenge. 

This edition of our Rang-
er spotlight highlights the 
achievements of undergrad-
uate student Lauren Caglios-
tro (‘25), a dedicated student 
who recently completed her 
fourth and final year on the 
field hockey team. A stand-
out both academically and 
athletically, Cagliostro is 
a double major in business 
and marketing with double 
minors in computer science 
and psychology, all while 
serving as a two-year captain 
for the Rangers. 

A key defender for the 
team, her ability to balance 
a demanding course load 
while excelling in her sport 
is a testament to her dedica-
tion and drive. Since her first 
year, Cagliostro has been a 
consistent force on the field 
by starting every game in her 
collegiate career and earning 
several All-Landmark Con-
ference honors across all 
four years.

Beyond athletics, her 
leadership extends across 
campus. She has served as 
one of the field hockey rep-
resentatives for Drew’s Stu-
dent-Athlete Advisory Com-
mittee and is the founder and 
president of Bookworms, the 
Drew University Book Club.

In her time at Drew, Ca-
gliostro has received several 
recognitions for her academ-
ic achievements. She is a 
member of the prestigious 
Psi Chi, the international 
psychology honor society, 
was named on the dean’s list 
on multiple occasions and 
was awarded the Business 

Prize for demonstrating the 
best overall performance 
in academics and service 
to the business major. She 
has participated in several 
Bear Dens, while also help-
ing with the setup of these 
events. 

When it comes to academ-
ics, she identified Mobile 
App Development as her 
favorite course at Drew. 
Taught by Professor Barry 
Burd, this course allowed 
her to blend her creative ex-
pertise with technical skills. 
“Not only is he one of my 
favorite professors, but I also 
love coding and having the 

opportunity to get creative 
with it.”

During the recent summer 
break, Cagliostro pursued 
professional growth by par-
ticipating in a real estate and 
property management in-
ternship with Dimora FUA-
AUF Guest Apartments in 
Florence, Italy. Addition-
ally, she works on campus 
as a library circulation desk 
employee and a student 
worker for the Department 
of Business. 

When asked about her 
favorite aspect of being a 
student-athlete, she em-
phasizes the unwavering 
support of her teammates 
outside of just the competi-
tions. “I don’t have a specific 
favorite moment, but my 
favorite thing about being a 
student-athlete is having a 
second family to back me up 
at all times,” said Cagliostro. 

From Cagliostro’s per-
spect ive,  being a  s tu-
dent-athlete “allowed me 
to manage my time more 
efficiently. When I stick to 
a strict schedule, I do better 
physically, mentally and 
academically.”

Cagliostro’s dedication 
to academics, athletics and 
leadership has made her 

Getting to Know Our Rangers On and Off the Field: Lauren Cagliostro

IMAGE COURTESY OF BASIM HORSHAW (@freebhp ON INSTAGRAM(

Cagliostro poses for her media day photo

Cagliostro makes a defensive 

a standout member of the 
Drew community. As she 
approaches commencement, 
she leaves behind a legacy 
of hard work, perseverance 
and passion. 

If you would like to nom-
inate another student-ath-
lete to be featured in future 
issues, please send their 
name to theacorn+sports@
drew.edu.

HIGHLIGHT REEL
J A N U A R Y  1 6  T O  F E B R U A R Y  1 4

Have an athlete you want to highlight? Submit their name, class year 
and accomplishment by emailing sports.theacorn@drew.edu or visiting 

thedrewacorn.com/submit-a-tip

Nicholas Heinio-Widell • MSWIM • Jan. 16 • Conference Player of the Week
Sam Trodick • WSWIM • Jan. 16 • Conference Player of the Week

Brendan Burkett • MSWIM •Jan. 28 • Conference Player of the Week
Matthew Zenker (‘27) • MBB • Feb. 4 • Conference Player of the Week
200m Medley Relay Team • Feb. 13 Conference Record Time (1:30.90)

LANDMARK CONFERENCE AWARDS

Men’s Basketball • Feb. 12 • University Record-Tying 11th Straight Victory
Maddie Beyer (‘26) • WBB • Feb. 5 • Go-ahead 3-pointer with 8 seconds 

remaining 
Izzy Anderson (‘26) • WFENCE • Feb. 9 • 100th Career Win

Assata Mutakabbir (‘25) • WFENCE • Feb. 9 • 200th Career Win
Henri Degremont (‘26) • MFENCE • Feb. 8 • 100th Career Win
Brenna Behensky (‘25) • WFENCE • Feb. 9 • 200th Career Win

Amy Rachilla (‘27) • WBB • Feb. 12 • Tied University Assist Record (12)

IMAGE COURTESY OF DEJA ROBINSON

Benjamin Castro is a senior 
majoring in Business and Mar-

keting 

Super Bowl Prediction Polls



COMING UP
Get live stats 
@GoDrewRangers on X

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 
14
MTEN/WTEN vs. Ithaca
Ithaca, NY
12:00 PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
WFENCE vs. EWFC
Madison, NJ
8:00 AM

WEDNESDAY,FEBRUARY 
19
WBB @ Elizabethtown
Elizabethtown, PA
7:00 PM

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
BASE  vs St. Elizabeth 
Madison, NJ
2:30 PM

GILLIAN SAMPSON
Assistant Sports Editor

As the fall and win-
ter sports sea-
sons are winding 
down, the spring 

sports look to take their 
respective places, wheth-
er it may be in the Simon 
Forum, Baldwin Gym or 
Ranger Stadium. Whether 
they are seeking to build on 
last year’s successes or look-
ing for redemption, our 
athletes have been gearing 
up for their season openers, 
as others are getting closer 
to a chance at playo!s.

The track and basketball 
teams are wrapping up their 
seasons with great success 
and amazing accomplish-
ments.

 Owen Browne (‘28) of 
the men’s track and field 
team became the first Rang-
er to ever compete in pole 
vault. He cleared 4.30 me-
ters, finishing second out of 
the Division III competitors. 
The distance medley squad 
of Matt Ellis (‘28), Jarred 
Saltz (‘26), Dylan Crain 
(‘26) and Thomas Edwards 
(‘27)  placed third among six 

teams with a Drew record 
of 11:02.87 at the ESU De-
Schriver Invitational. 

For the women’s team, 
Sage Hendershot (‘27) re-
cently broke the Landmark 
Conference record for the 
long jump and Emily Camlot 
(‘26) posted a record-break-
ing performance in the 
300-meter dash timed at 
41.09 seconds. This perfor-
mance gives her both a team 
and Landmark Conference 
record. 

For basketball, the men’s 
team is going into their last 
four games of the regular 

season on a 10-game win-
ning streak, putting them-
selves in a great position to 
stake another claim at the 
coveted Landmark Confer-
ence Championship. 

The women’s team is hav-
ing an equally impressive 
season, clinching victories 
against conference oppo-
nents to ensure that they too 
make it into the playoffs. 

 Yet to make their 
2025 season debuts are la-
crosse, baseball and softball. 

 The men’s lacrosse 
team is set to begin their 
season as they take on 

Neumann University on 
Feb. 19 at 6 p.m. in Ranger 
Stadium. Coming off a 
10-8 season where they 
made it to the first round of 
the Landmark Conference 
playoffs, this season could 
prove to be even more 
successful. 

The women’s team is also 
coming off a similar 2024 
season, though a noticeable 
change lies within their 
coaching staff. The team 
welcomed new head coach 
Stephani Peluso at the end 
of last season. 

Peluso comes to the Forest 
from Division I Manhattan 
College, where she served as 
an assistant coach, offensive 
coordinator and recruiting 
coordinator for the last two 
seasons. She was also a 
Division I lacrosse player at 
Wagner College, where she 
was a 100-point scorer. 

Coach Peluso’s first game 
as a Ranger will be on Feb. 
15 at 12 p.m. against Mont-
clair State University in 
Ranger Stadium. 

The first pitch of the base-
ball season is set to begin on 
Feb. 15 at Kean University 
and softball will start their 

Spring Sports Preview: Rangers Set to Spring into Action 
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Gillian Sampson is a graduate 
student in the Masters of 

Education Program

season on March 4 at Wil-
liam Paterson University. 
The team aims to build off 
last year’s historic campaign 
in which they reached the 
Landmark Conference play-
offs for the first time in the 
new era ushered in by 2024 
Coach of the Year Brian 
Eberly. 

The 2024-2025 sports sea-
sons have seen stellar perfor-
mances from our Rangers, 
and if last season is any in-
dication, this spring season 
will prove no different. 

Thank 
you for 

reading and 
recycling 
The Drew

Acorn
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Men’s Volleyball Makes History Despite Loss

The Ranger’s men’s vol-
leyball team entered confer-
ence play for the first time 
in team history last Friday 
as they took on Southern 
Virginia University, who are 
currently ranked second in 
the Continental Volleyball 
Conference. 

While the Rangers were 
dealt a quick 3-0 loss, this 
game marks the beginning 
of a historical moment for 
men’s volleyball at Drew.

Last spring, the team 
wrapped up their third sea-
son as a Division III inde-
pendent with a promising 
record of 14-15 and set the 
team up for the ability to 
make further progress in ex-
panding the program led by 
head coach Julian Diaz. Part 
of that progress is playing 
within a conference. 

T h e  C o n t i n e n t a l 
Volleyball  Conference 
currently consists of Eastern 
Mennonite University, 
Elizabethtown College, 
Juniata College,  Kean 

University, Marymount 
University, Randolph Macon 
College, Roanoke College, 
Rutgers University-Newark 
and Southern Virginia 
University. 

Alongside Drew as their 
newest addition is a familiar 
face to other Drew athletes 
in the Landmark Confer-
ence, Wilkes University. 

In addition to their inaugu-
ral conference appearance, 
Drew welcomed a freshmen 
class of seven students, the 
largest class in team history. 
Each has played a major role 
already in the first half of 
this season.

Notably, Matthew Adeg-
bite (‘28) currently leads 
the team in kills, Quinn 
Donohue (‘28) has tallied 
201 assists in the first thir-
teen games alone, and Mi-
chael Shipman (‘28) leads in 
blocks. Their ability to thrive 
in the competitive nature of 
collegiate athletics provides 
optimism for the future of 
the Rangers’ volleyball.

The success of the fresh-
men class and the ability 
to enter this new chapter 

in team history is a testa-
ment to their success in the 
leadership of their returning 
players, including seniors 
CJ Addeo (‘25), Bryan Do 
(‘25), Ephraim Smith (‘25) 
and Huriel Perez (‘25), as 
well as stat leaders Barend 
Oostdam (‘26) and Andrew 
Duhaime (‘26). 

The Ranger’s next game is 
a tri-match against Stevens 
and Wentworth Institute of 
Technology on Feb. 15 at 11 
a.m. and 3 p.m., returning to 
Baldwin Gym against John 
Jay College on Feb. 22 at 
11 a.m.

Gillian Sampson is a graduate 
student in the Masters of 

Education Program

The Men’s Volleyball Team squares off against Southern Virginia University
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 
19
WBB vs. Elizabethtown
Elizabethtown
7:00 PM


