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RANGER
UPDATES

Drew Squirrels Take
Action to Defend
Themselves

Squirrels arm themselves
against the rising threat of
hawks and dogs on campus.
Image courtesy of Pexels.

STUDENT LIFE:

Drew’'s New Mascot:
Disk Style Model
1712 Carlton Wood-

A woodchipper will

be Drew's new official
mascot!

Image courtesy of Wiki-
media Commons
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New Obstacle
@ Course Racing
Team
Coming in fall 2024,
get ready to race on an
obstacle course across
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Sitterly Secks Interspec:1es C()e)astence "I'his Spring

THAT 1950’s CHICK
SUSPECTED COMMUNIST

aby raccoons, a

host of squirrels,

red-tailed hawks

and pileated wood-
peckers have taken up resi-
dence in Sitterly. The ani-
mals, with whom we share
our forest, have moved into
the ceiling, cozied up on fire
escapes and crawled into the
walls as spring settles in. The
faculty note that the new
residents have caused only
minor disturbances and that
the English Department will
use the current circumstanc-
es to foster interspecies col-
laboration, practice seeking
out the positive and inspire
empathy. A children’s book
about the critters is also in
the works.

Professors on the third
floor, which is dedicated to
office space for writing stud-
ies and creative writing fac-
ulty, were the first to notice
that some sort of animal had
moved in overhead. They
were alerted to the animal’s
presence by sounds of scur-
rying in the ceiling tiles, the
pitter patter of footsteps and
shadows cast over the lights
mounted in the drop ceiling.

IMAGE COURTESY OF PROFESSOR CHANG

One of Sitterly’s new residents, Seandrah.

The first theories about
the noises included birds
that had found their way
into the space between the
ceiling and the building’s
roof, yet close observa-
tion and a photo taken by
Professor Dorothy Chang
made it clear that a family
of raccoons was the source

of the noises. Facilities was
quickly alerted.

Facilities’ investigation
into the ceiling revealed that
a family of raccoons had
moved in and was raising
their young above the third
floor offices. Because of the
presence of baby raccoons,
the decision was made to

let the young grow up and
move out of the space on
their own accord. This de-
cision ensures the safety of
both the young raccoons and
anyone potentially tasked
with trapping them.

The raccoons are stay-
ing at least through the sum-
mer, and once they vacate
the building, the holes they
used to enter the space will
be repaired.

In the meantime, the
writing department’s af-
fected are taking the cir-
cumstances in stride. Dr.
Sondra Jamyson, the direc-
tor of Writing Across the
Curriculum, pointed to the
community-building op-
portunity the furry friends
have granted the English
department. Sittlery is kept
lively with weekly emails
containing updates about
the raccoons, photos being
shared and hallway conver-
sations.

CONT IN STUDENTS PG. 3

/\ " ;:\

Drew Philosophy Department Announoes FFerg-losopher of tﬁl Year

JOE MAMA

WHO'S JOE?
Almost a dozen
students crowded
around outside the
Ehinger Center late
last Sunday, eagerly
anticipating the Drew
Un1vers1t philoso-
P_ y deparfment’s de-
ivery of th1s year’s
“Greatest Philoso-

pher Award.”
The department
holds their “Philoso-
y Games” annu-
all§ﬁl citing a desire
onor ose who
think big thoughts
while having even
er egos. Their
most coveted award,
the “Greatest, Philos-
opher title, is given
nly to those whose
1deas and perceptions
are _so_incomprehen-
s1ble that th must
be a genius. ets
this achlevemen 1s
decided through a
poll, given to only the
most austere theorists
of our generation (all

three of them).
This year, the privi-
lege of introducing
the award was given

to Drew philosophy
professor Desmond
‘Dez” Carte, When
asked about how he
felt being offered this
p051t10n Carte stood
silent in_quiet reflec-
tion as he pondered
over the query for
about two hours. 1
don’t know” was his
eventual response.
Carte gave a power-
ful five-hour speech
before announcing
the winner. Notable
moments included a
discussion on Aris-
totle’s Nicomachean
Ethics, an excerpt
from Taro Gomi S
“Everybody Poops”
and Carte snorin
during his mid-speec
nap. Finally, the time
came to name the
recipient of the pres-
tigious award. This
year’s winner_came
as no shock; Fergie
was honored as this
century’s gregtest
philosopher. /

\\/
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IMAGE COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Fergie flaunting her newly received award from the Philosophy department

GOT A NEWS TIP?
Email theacorn@drew.edu
and let us know!

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

JiWe should have called an uber#”

—Jackie Kennedy

NOV. 23, 1963

We’re Nuts for our Website!

www.thedrewacorn.com
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Sitterly House 1s Seeking Interspecies Coex1stence

CONT. FROM DREW'S PG 1

he excitement
has presented a
few different out-
comes.

First, the faculty of
Sitterly have become avid
wildlife enthusiasts. Close
observation has revealed
that various other animals
have taken up residence in
different parts of the build-
ing. A red-tailed hawk is
known to perch on the fire
escape. The hawk has not
been seen up close but was
identified via close exami-
nation of the droppings it
left behind.

A pileated woodpeck-
er, first heard drilling into
the side of the building,
was identified as well. The
large woodpecker species
caused quite the ruckus
and inspired research into
the question, “Why don’t

Woodpf[‘@%{ers get c%}cus—

Drew Wildlife Takes | Inspiration From The Montagues and The Capul

ULYSSES BUCKMAN
SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGER

Drew’s squirrel popu-
lation has recently be-
come bolder than ever.
Students have reported
seeing squirrels wielding
various weapons, from
knives stolen from The
Commons to heavy-duty
pens, acorn slingshots and
lighters.

Squirrels on campus
have always been known
for being relatively com-
fortable with the student
population, but now it
seems they are worried
about their safety. The
reason for the sudden un-
case is apparently due to
an increase in predators
on campus, including dogs
and owls, but most notably
hawks.

Due to the high fre-
quency with which com-
munity members walk
their dogs on campus,
squirrels are at a greater
risk of being chased or at-
tacked. This is reported as
being partly responsible
for their increased safety
measures.

One squirrel, found
collecting an arsenal of
acorn projectiles, stated,
“There’s too many dogs

Lieutenant P. Nuts ready for a s-uarrel .

sions?” As it turns out, their
brains are too small, which
may also be the reason this
particular woodpecker is at-
tempting to search for food
in the walls of Sitterly as
opposed to one of the many
trees in the Forest.

The most active (and
annoying) residents are the
squirrels that move into
the walls of Sitterly every
spring. The squirrels fre-
quently make rather distract-
ing noises and chew through
the wiring. Tension between
the squirrels and the humans
is currently on the rise. Cre-
ative writing classes and
writing studies seminars fre-
quently use the classroom in
Sitterly, and squirrel-related
disruptions are regular oc-
currences. The interspecies
peace is still a work in prog-
ress on the first floor. Yet,
as the situation arises every

One of Sitterly’s new residents, Seandrah.

long-term solution to ensure
coexistence.

As the weather warms,
animals who call Drew home

s&&lng, the f@gulty seek a @)0:@ for a sag(g sheltiéed

here. It’s just not safe. People
keep bringing their dogs to
walk them, and everyone
thinks they’re so cute, but
they’re killers, really. No
one thinks of the squirrels,
and we’re fed up with it.
We need to protect ourselves
somehow.”

The main issue facing
the squirrel population is
hawks. Unlike dogs, hawks
are natural predators of
squirrels. This has been the
reason for extreme tension
between Drew’s hawks and
squirrels since the Univer-
sity’s founding.

The root of the squir-
rel-hawk tension is the de-
cades-long feud between
the two species. One hawk
explained, “One of my an-
cestors stole a squirrel’s tree
and ate their whole family.
It’s not a big deal, honestly.
It’s been almost 100 years
since it happened; I think
they need to get over it.”

Evidently, the hawks
do not feel remorse for their
ancestor’s actions, but that
is not stopping the squir-
rels from taking revenge.
This feud has been fought
longer than any students or
staff have been at Drew, but
the problem is that tensions
are suddenly rising, and the

IMAGE COURTESY OF 90ALLEX ON DEVIANT ART.

most dangerous part is stu-
dents getting caught in the
crossfire.

With their newfound
power, the squirrels are be-
coming violent and aggres-
sive. They are no longer
limiting their hatred to their

IMAGES COURTESY OF PROFESSOR CHANG

place to raise their young.
Drew’s historic reputation
is built around the Forest.
To maintain this reputation,

itis o%rlg%ﬁto a%}w these

predators, but are now ex-
tending it to students, staff
and visitors.

While touring the cam-
pus, one group was am-
bushed by a scurry of squir-
rels who reportedly “jumped
from the trees James Bond
style,” as one prospective
student explained. Not only
are these squirrels harming
current Drew students, but
they are scaring off potential
students as well.

Although the hawks are
strong, the squirrels’ new-
found violence is causing
them unease. The same hawk
who spoke about the ances-
tral feud also explained that
there have been many close
calls with bloodthirsty squir-
rels attacking hawks.

“We are supposed to
be the predators, not them. I ¢
don’t know who they think
they are, but this is getting
out of hand. It is ridiculous
and unnatural. This is not the
way the world should work.”

L

his Spring

animals to find peaceful coex-
istence in our buildings.
Sitterly occupants, rac-
coons, woodpeckers, squirrels
and red-tailed hawks will make
further efforts to seek out this
peace. The faulty would like
to open their windows without
fear of their offices being in-
vaded. Further negotiations are
being made to seek sustainable
solutions and ensure harmony

for all 1nvolved z’(“:j

That 1950’s Chick is a writing
another article? See page 5.

W

B WA
(550

The squirrels, on the other
hand (and even some students)
think that it is about time the
squirrels fought back. They
have always been such an in-
tegral part of campus culture,
but they have never received
recognition or encouragement
for their place in the spotlight.
Maybe now is finally their time
to shine.

Drew’s squirrels are cer-
tainly becoming a force to be
reckoned with. Regardless of
whether students are on the
side of the squirrel revolu-
tion or not, it is obvious that
the feud needs to be resolved
before more damage can be
done. For the sake of the fu-
ture of Drew and The Forest,
someone needs to put an end
to this violence.

{j vatf

Ulysses is a transfer student ma-
joring in sciuridology with a minor
in poetry.

Armed squirrel posing for a picture.

IMAGE COURTESY OF CHIARALILY ON FLICKER.
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WHO WOULD WIN IN A FIGHT:

Disk Style Model 1712 Carlton Woodc!

SIR CHIN FORDHIC

INNUENDO ANALYST

ead of Janitorial
Staff Fred E. Faz-
bear announced
yesterday that
Drew will officially be retir-
ing the popular Ranger Bear
mascot in favor of a Disk
Style Model 1712 Carlton
Woodchipper.

“Our shareholders were
concerned about the poten-
tial copyright infringement
that the Ranger Bear elic-
its,” Fazbear said. “I mean,
it really does look like the
Cocaine Bear and a Muppet
had a weird baby. Besides,
we just don’t believe that the
Ranger Bear truly encapsu-
lates the spirit of Drew quite
like a Disk Style Model 1712
Carlton Woodchipper does.”

Many Drew student
groups voiced their anger
with the decision by holding
public protests all over cam-
pus. The Drew University
Music Society performed
a moving concert in front
of a live audience of actual
bears, which went about as
well as you would expect.
Drew’s Sexuality and Gen-

der Alliance also brought
bears to campus. The Fund
held a dramatic retelling
of the literary classic “The
Berenstain Bears Visit The
Dentist.” Even Drew’s Stu-
dent Government got in on
the action, building an effigy
of Smokey The Bear out
of popsicle sticks and then
lighting it on fire.

“Don’t know why we
did that,” said one member
of Stu Gov. “It feels kind of
like cannibalism, in a way.
Like if you fed a rooster
KFC. Or if you fed Papa
John a Hot Pocket.”

Other campus groups
were more favorable to-
wards the change. Students
for Woodchippers sent out a
special edition of their news-
paper Woodchipper Weekly,
filled with praise for Presi-
dent Fazbear’s decision and
the recurring phrase “ALL
HAIL CARLTON.” Drew’s
Pro-Deforestation group
celebrated with an extended
showing of “The History of
Chainsaws” in The Com-
mons. Even the surrounding
town of Madison joined the
festivities by demolishing

the Burger King and replac-
ing it with a four-foot pile of
woodchips.

“Imagine the feel of
it as you cradle it in your
arms,” said Fazbear. “The
cold steel. The sharp blades.
The fluorescent yellow. And
who doesn’t love the gut-
tural sound it makes when
it chews up bark? It’s like
40 heavenly weed whackers
right inside your head!” It
should be reminded that all
future reporters should wear

a raincoat when asking Faz-
bear about woodchippers, as
she gets incredibly sweaty
while talking about them.

A ceremonial destroying
of the old Ranger Bear suit
will take place this Wednes-
day in whatever the gym is
called. A simple sendoff,
the old suit will be thrown,
fittingly, into a Disk Style
Model 1712 Carlton Wood-
chipper. Its remains will then
be donated to the Madison
College for Bears.

Fazbear workin that woodchipper thang fr fr

ipper To Replace Ranger Bear

“We’lT be SURE that
nobody is in the suit before
it gets thrown in,” said Faz-
bear. “We all know what
happened last year when we
changed the mascot to a deli
slicer.”

If you have any opin-
ions about Disk Style Model
1712 Carlton Woodchippers,
tell them to someone who

cares. Not us.

never trust a woodchipper,,,,,..,

IMAGE COURTESY OF PEXELS

Stargazing Club Builds Rocket and Goes to Space

ASTRAEA GALLEY
STARSTRUCK SPACE NERD

The Stargazing Club,
Drew’s premier student-led
astronomical studies group,
has long held what many
thought was a far-fetched
dream for a college-aged
group of astronomy enthu-
siasts: to build their own
rocket and finally see the
stars without Earth’s pesky
atmosphere getting in the
way.
“I like being able to
breathe without a tank and
all, don’t get me wrong,
but imagine being able to
see space the way it’s really
meant to be seen!” said club
president Lyra Kepler (°25).

The rocket-building
project itself was an enor-
mous undertaking, and in-
volved great collaboration
from the engineering, com-
puter science and physics
departments.

“We’re all so grateful
that the other students and
professors were willing to
help us reach our goal,” said
Kepler. “We truly wouldn’t
have been able to do this
without them.”

This trip to space has
been an ongoing project of
the Stargazing Club for four
years, and finally came to
fruition when the rocket,
shuttle and launchpad were
raised up to the roof of the
Hall of Sciences on Friday,
March 29. The Stargazing
Club held a ceremony to
celebrate this momentous
occasion four years in the

making, during which sev-
eral project heads, including
Kepler and student engineer
Aurora Herschel (24), gave
heartwarming speeches.
“This project began
when [ was a freshman here
as almost nothing more than
a far-fetched dream none of
us ever thought we’d even
come close to accomplish-
ing,” said Herschel. “We
were still on Zoom at the
time, and collaboration—
especially across depart-
ments and on such a large
scale—was difficult at best.

But we pulled through. This
project has taken so many
late nights, thousands of
hours of work, and hundreds
of obstacles to overcome, but
it has always been a labor
of immense love for all of
us involved—students, club
alumni, and professors. And
we couldn’t be more proud
to be able to finally taste the
fruits of our labor.”
Following the celebra-
tion of the rocket’s com-
pletion, the club members,
alumni and faculty advisors
boarded the rocket, while

other collaborating students
and professors operated mis-
sion control from the con-
verted Observatory space.
Nearly the whole Drew com-
munity—as well as members
of the local Madison com-
munity and several live news
reporters—bid the shuttle
farewell as it took off from
the Hall of Sciences roof and
into the atmosphere.

The school remains in
communication with the stu-
dents and professors aboard
the shuttle, and they have all
expressed their complete ela-

The Stargazing Club lifts off towards the stars. i have a crippling addiction to fortnite

tion with the results of their
project and their ongoing
astronomy and photography
studies up in space. Though
it remains unclear when, if
ever, they plan to come back
down.

Astraea Galley is a junior major-
ing in astrophysics and minor-
ing in extraterrestrial studies
and majoring in astrology and

minoring in gravitational lit-
erature and majoring in galaxy

brain neuropsychology and
minoring in cosmic econosmics
and majoring in shiny things.

IMAGE COURTESY OF PEXELS
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THAT 1950s CHICK
SUSPECTED COMMUNIST AND

34TH US PRESIDENT
y editors typi-

cally get on my

ass about word

count, so for
their sake, this week’s article
will be shorter. Teddy told
me I could make it longer,
but it’s not too long of a
story (he also told me to tell
you his ankle bone protrudes
very nicely). Yet, this is a
riveting story, and these are
the straight facts.

In the fall semester of
1986 (I think) the basketball
team held a fundraiser. The
fundraiser included the in-
troduction of four donkeys
(I know) to the court in the
Baldwin Gymnasium. The
aim of the game was to raise
money in order to fund new
uniforms. Students were
charged $5 to see the action
and received quite a show in
return. A game of basketball
was played. The donkeys
were ridden. Students were

DYTT: donkey °S

bucked off and reared at.
Photos were taken. And the
money was raised...I think.
But a game of donkey bas-
ketball has yet to be held on
campus since 1986—and
this week, I aim to find out
why.

On Dec. 7, 1986, un-
dergraduates crowded into
the bleachers of the Bald-
win Gymnasium to see the
spectacle of a basketball
game unlike any other. The
Drew basketball teams, both
men and women, were set to
face off against one another.
The caveat: all points had to
be scored from the back of
one of three donkeys from
a nearby farm in Mendham,
N.J. The aim of the game
was to shoot hoops, score
points and not fall off—
easier said than done.

The basketball team
had a few lessons in which
they received guidance from
the Drew equestrian team
about how to ride safely

“ >

Two men get dragged by donkeys for some reason. Basketball was realy kinda dumb back in the da.

and effectively. Each player
was outfitted with helmets
and mouthguards to protect
against falls. Each play-
er was assigned a spotter
charged with keeping them
upright. The challenge re-
ally set in as donkeys tried to
buck and rear their riders off.
Once the riders were on the
floor, the donkeys attempted
to kick players in the legs,
scurry off the court and rear
up to prevent remounting.
By halftime, six mem-
bers of Drew’s basketball
team could no longer com-
pete and were benched for
the duration of the charity
game. Some students got tan-
gled up in the donkey reins
and were dragged across the
gymnasium floor. By the
end of the night, most of
the students were too afraid
to even approach the don-
keys—and a game of girls
vs. boys turned into a game
of humans vs. donkeys. The
donkeys ultimately won.

The activity was never
reintroduced to Drew. While
some may point to the in-
juries sustained during the
game as the reason why, I
argue that the ultimate un-
expected loss of the human
team is to blame. Giving
donkeys the dignity of com-
ing back to campus to beat
the Rangers again would
destroy morale and possibly
break a few more legs than
necessary.

However, I argue that
this competition should
make its return. This time
around, we will be ready to
face them. Rigorous train-
ing regiments and further
collaboration between the
basketball and the equestrian
teams can prepare our play-
ers for victory, and improved
protective equipment can be
utilized to ensure the game
is kept safe. Measures must
be taken as well to ensure
that the donkeys involved
in playing are kept safe and

mentally well. If expert don-
key caretakers are kept in the
loop, this is possible.

Drew students crave
a crazy change of pace—
Drew needs culture, and
the donkeys can provide it.
An annual tradition can be
made out of this blip from
the past, and we can come
together as a community to
participate, ride a donkey,
cheer on a friend, perform
first aid, take photos of the
madness, clean up after the
competition and hoop and
holler at the top of our lungs
as we watch the wackiest
event of the year. The only
way forward is through, and
I plan on riding a donkey to
the glorious tomorrow that
Drew has in store.
The 1950s Chick has seven toes
on one foot, but doesn’t know

which foot.

PPS: Dwight D. Eisenhower
looked like a slug if it had a
chin.

IMAGE COURTESY OF OAK LEAVES 198

o A

1TVEL3INSVE ADINOQ

donkey basketball donkey basketball donkey basketball donkey basketball
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DENT LIFE
ND ARTS
EDS YOU!

Wa're looking for writerstIf you're
leoking togetumore involved on cCampus,
improve your writing and/or build your
[esume-- join us!

EMAILNINA CAMPLI, SLA EDITOR
AT
NCAMPLIGDREW.EDU
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Chicken Opinion On Chicken Noodle Soup: Are We Going Too Far?

HUMPFRIED BAAK
PHOTOGRAPHER

n the world of culinary

delights, few dishes are

as comforting and con-

troversial as chicken
noodle soup. But what if |
told you that the very chick-
ens that inspire this beloved
broth have something to say
about it?

In a never-before-heard in-
terview, The Acron has pro-
cured the opinion of many
chickens who wish to discuss
the nature of chicken noodle
soup.

But before we delve
deeper into the clucking con-
troversy, let’s set the stage
for this poultry rebellion.
Chicken noodle soup has
long been a staple in kitchens
worldwide. From Grandma’s
secret recipe to trendy cafe
menus, this concoction of
broth, chicken, noodles and
veggies is hailed as a cure-
all for everything from the
common cold to heartbreak.

However, beyond the
steaming bowls and com-
forting aromas lies a sim-
mering debate that has gone
unnoticed by most human
consumers—until now. One
feathered friend, who prefers
to remain anonymous for
obvious reasons, has stepped
forward to challenge the sta-
tus quo:

“They say chicken noo-
dle soup is good for the soul.

Well, my soul’s not feel-
ing too great knowing it’s
going to be boiled in a pot
somewhere,” Chicken #1
lamented.

This calls into question
the nature and purpose of the
soup itself. There is irony
in that a soup praised for
its soul-soothing qualities
can simultaneously cause
existential distress to the
animal that serves as its
main ingredient. What does
it mean to find solace in a
soup that embodies a cycle
of consumption and identity
crisis?

Despite many reserva-
tions about the purpose of
chicken noodle soup, Chick-
en #2, who also chose to re-
main anonymous, acknowl-
edged the dish’s popularity.

“Humans have turned
my fellow chickens into a cu-
linary cliché. It’s like they’re
saying, ‘What’s for dinner?’
and the answer is always
“your distant relatives,’” the
chicken observed.

From fried chicken to
chicken nuggets to, yes,
chicken noodle soup, chick-
ens have become synony-
mous with mealtime for
many. However, are we
reducing our poultry friends
to mere ingredients, or do
they deserve recognition as
sentient beings with their
own stories to tell? Chicken
#3 wished to tell her story.

“I grew up on a small
farm in the South,” she mono-
logued. “My siblings and |
were raised by great human
farmhands and our parents.
Our world was small, but we
adored it. Sure, sometimes
family friends would go
missing, but we were none
the wiser and happy. That
was until we discovered the
truth. Chickens—my friends
and family—were being
used as ingredients for hu-
man sustenance.”

Chicken #3 was awak-
ened to the cruel reality of
chicken life. The idyllic
farmyard she once called
home now seemed like a
facade, hiding a dark secret
beneath its rustic charm. The
disappearance of family and
friends took on a sinister
meaning as she realized
they were not simply “go-
ing missing” but were being
taken away for consumption.

Such is the reality for
many chickens. Chicken #1
cites a similar experience.

“I grew up happy, but |
always knew something was
off as [ watched my siblings
being taken by humans one
by one,” Chicken #1 said. “I
didn’t understand until it was
my turn. Luckily, I escaped
before I wound up in the
poultry aisle.”

When asked how he
escaped, Chicken #1 re-
fused to comment further.

Rest in peace Buck the chicken.

However, he did say, “Also,
stop that rumor that we can
survive without our heads.
We can’t!”

As we slurp our way
through bowls of comfort-
ing soup, it’s worth paus-
ing to reflect on the poultry
perspectives shared here.
Maybe it’s time for a chicken
revolution in the kitchen and

IMAGE COURTESY OF THAT FIFTIES GIRL

for us to consider protein al-
ternatives. So, the next time
you are pondering what is for
dinner and the answer seems
a bit too fowl, remember the
wise words of our clucking
companions. After all, every
cluck counts.

Humpfried Baak is a junior
majoring in chicken rights.

The Voices 1in Your Head Are Actually Squirrels (Sometimes)

SQUIRREL TRUTHER
STAFF WRITER

Do you ever think you
are hearing sounds coming
from the infamous little
critters that constantly lurk
around campus? As it turns
out, the squirrels have not
only been speaking, but they
are also spreading lies about
your name and eavesdrop-
ping on all of your most

sensitive conversations.
Now the real kicker is,
if you cannot hear them, it
means they do not like you,
and you may or may not be
on a list. And if they do like
you, I am not sure what you

did to appease these tree
rats. Their selective silence
is finally being exposed, and
as someone who cannot hear
them, I believe I can speak
for all of these victims of
discrimination when I say we
must do something to resolve
this issue.

There should be peace
between us all, not only
between the squirrels and
who they disturbingly de-
cide to praise. Just because
they have been here through
generations of Drew students
does not give them the right
to pick and choose with
whom they speak.

I must agree with stu-
dent Walby Cena (‘26), who
said, “They’re the rats of
nature. The fellas only like
‘em cause they’re cute, but
I just don’t see it.”

Since I am unable to
hear these rodents, I set up
a system where concerned
students can send letters to
my mailbox in an effort to
better understand the situa-
tion at hand.

A rather suspicious let-
ter showed up that stated,
“Actually, squirrels in fact
cannot speak. The very no-
tion of this is moronic and
is based in lies and myth.”

(totally not a squirrel)

Infuriatingly enough,
this was the only letter that
I received, and I am rather
concerned for our student
body that not enough people
are paying attention to this.

According to one stu-
dent who wished to remain
anonymous out of fear of the
trees, “The squirrels were
discussing how the garbage
was subpar compared to last
week.”

It’s absurd how little
attention has been given to
this issue. I fear for the grave
danger we are all in because
of the students whom the

squirrels are attempting to
recruit to their coalition.
What they may be trying to
achieve only elicits horror
in the hearts and minds of
students like myself. I wish
you all the best of luck; keep
a close eye on the trees.

Squirrel Truther is sophomore
majoring in woodland econom-
ics and minoring in bird speak

People agreeing with a handshake at a meeting.
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Ben's Beliefs: Do NOT Go To Michigan...

BENJAMIN DOVER
HEAD COPY EDITOR

ukebox musicals

are a scourge on

humanity, and

nothing displays
this better than recent
release "Hills Under
Michigan," directed by
Neil Breen. The story
follows a trio of young
adults who, while explor-
ing the shores of Lake
Michigan, accidentally
open up a mystical gate-
wc(?/ that takes them tfo
a dark realm from which
they find themselves un-
able to escape. In order
to leave, the characters
must traverse six hills,
facing their greatest
fear at the top of each
one. Once they reach
the final peak, they are
granted an audience
with the overlord of the
realm, whom they must
persuade to grant them
their freedom.

"Hills Under Michi-
gan" boasts the creative
fagline "This summer,
Erie isn't just a lake."
Unfortunately, Erie is
just a lake—the film
takes place at a com-

letely different great
ake. And I certainly
would not describe the
atmosphere as “eerie;"
rather, I would describe
it as "unfortunate"” or
"mildly unpleasant.”

The movie, against
all odds, has an all-star
cast: the three main
characters Marie, Matt

and Mike are played by
Selena Gomez, Jaden
Smith and Danny De-
vito, respectively. You
may notice that one of
these things is not like
the others—despite the
characters being in their
early twenties, one of
them is plar\ed by Danny
Devito. There seems
to have been no effort
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whatsoever to make the
79-year-old Devito look
even remotely younger,
and when asked about
this casting choice, the
studio had no response.
It isunclear what reason
any of these very famous
people could have for ap-
pearing in this movie—I
suspect blackmail was
involved.

IMAGE COURTESY OF MICHAEL ANTHONY ON PEXELS

By far the film's
boldest move was the
choice to use songs by
a multitude of artists,
rather than sticking to
one in typical jukebox
musical fashion. The
first musical number
is an arrangement of
"Bring Me tfo Life" by
Evanescence with Go-
mez on lead vocals. The

The Worst Lgan
characters, havihg been

transported to a mys-
terious hellscape by an
unknown force, believe
themselves to be dream-
ing and plead with the
unknown force to “wake
me up.” Of particular
note is Devito's rendi-
tion of Adele's "Hello,"
sung as a message to the
girlfriend he left behind
in the real world.

Perhaps the most
horrifying of all, "Hills
Under Michigan” is the
first jukebox musical
in known history to use
a song from another
musical. The movie's fi-
nal number is “"Seasons
of Love" from the hit
stage musical Rent. Ev-
ery character that ap-
pears in the entire movie
(including some that died
in earlier scenes) walks
onscreen, stands in line
and sings “Seasons of
Love." And then each
character takes a bow,
as if the film has sud-
denly mutated info a
stage show.

"Hills Under Michi-
an” is a must-watch,
if not for the plot or
special effects, then
for the sheer absurdity
of the events onscreen.
This is the worst movie
I have ever seen, and I
?(i)ve it nine stars out of

Benjamin Dover is a junior ma-
joring in fish farming and minor-
ing in puppetry.

We Are Asking the Wrong Questions about The Time Change

THE SCRIBE
COPY EDITOR

After a discovery, it
is hard to look back and
comprehend the inability
of our previous selves to
understand. Once something
seems obvious, it takes a lot
of effort to not see it as such.

We laugh about how
people used to think the
world was flat, how we
thought evil spirits and bad
smells caused disease and
how we used to think of time
as a constant. For anyone that
has personally experienced
an anomaly, it can be hard
to believe that no one
questioned the assumptions
that time was linear and
accelerated uniformly until
25 years ago. Still, can you
categorize an entire world
as naive? If you think the
answer to that is yes, then
you are just as naive as those
you mock.

When they think
about the time equation,
most people wonder how
we went so long without
understanding how time
works, but the real question
is why we thought we
understood it at all. We
have never actually known
anything for certain, and
never will.

Between the discovery
of time vortexes in 2024

and realizing that there is
nothing we can do to control
it, a multitude of futures, in
which humanity wielded
time as it wielded energies,
was imagined. It had seemed
promised: one day we would
have time for everything. We
could make the day longer,
accomplish more and rest
more. There would be no
more lateness and earliness.
Emergencies would be
handled more urgently, and
medical staff would be able

...watch

to attend to more people
per hour. Dreaded events
could be experienced faster,
treasured moments slowed.

Of course, could we
actually control time’s
acceleration or the skips,
it would not solve any of
society’s problems. The
expectations of using time
to get everything and more
done, to never be late and
never be tired, would just
lead to an even busier
society. Even as experience

slowed, our existence would
be just as filled.

Perhaps the inability
to harness time is for the
best. With all of the new
knowledge and subsequent
lack of knowledge, time
has become hyper-personal
to many. A movement of
time-consciousness resulted
in people becoming critical
of every activity they spent
time on and making dramatic
changes in lifestyle, with
some desperate to find

enjoyment and others
seeking to maximize their
productivity. Others still
made no alteration and
seemed entirely unaffected
by the whole ordeal.
After all, nothing but our
understanding had actually
changed.

YW

The Scribe is a junior. Major:
Loser with a coal miner.
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Drew Rangers Baseball On Track for First Undefeated Season

CHARLIZE THERON
PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALLER

rew University’s

baseball team has

played a perfect

season so far and
is on track to post their first
undefeated season in pro-
gram history.

The Rangers currently
boast an overall win record
of 19-0, marking an impres-
sive comeback from the
2021 season when Drew
ended the season with a 0-18
record.

Drew has been steadily
climbing the ladder since
then, posting a 10-28-1 over-
all record in 2022 and a 15-
22 record in 2023.

The 2024 season has
proven to be a record-shat-
tering year for the Rangers
on multiple fronts; not only
are they undefeated on the
field, but they have not made
a single mistake in any of
their 19 games.

Drew’s baseball roster
has posted perfect aver-

Charlize Theron is a first-
year majoring in theater and
sports statistics with a minor in
sarcasm.
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EVERLY MOORE

ages in batting, pitching and
fielding, making the team
an unstoppable force in the
Landmark Conference.

Sixth-year Bass Bahl
offered his take on how the
team has been able to over-
come every opponent this
season.

“Honestly, it wasn’t that
hard,” Bahl said. “All the
other teams were just mid.”

Other members of the
baseball team credit their
success this season to all of
the practices they have not
canceled due to rain.

The Rangers have dem-
onstrated a clear shift in
their approach to the game
with their performance this
season.

When asked what
prompted the sudden change
in the team’s dynamic, Hom-
er Un described a revived
commitment to improving
the program and leaving a
lasting impression on the
school.

“We really wanted to
shock people this year with

The ideal ritual arena for Loch Ness Monster power channeling. IMAGE COURTESY OF OPENCLIPART.ORG.

ACRON EXLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH NICOLE WALSH-DRYER

It has been speculated that a sports team has been drawing power from the Loch
Ness Monster. The night before their April 4 victory, the team was seen by Nicole
Walsh-Dryer (‘29) parading down the center path on campus in black robes with unlit
candles.

— - = =0 S

= g g g %E ;D @ = §r “They looked over at me,” Walsh-Dryer said, “and all of the candles ignited simul-
;(I; Sz 2 %% o ; taneously. If I wasn’t the fastest race walker in the third dimension I don’t think I would
aE8caoaiaozs= g stillbehere.
= ° 8 g =4 ;_D. < g g %‘ o “I’ve seen many extra-ordinary rituals, I live with a virgin after all. This was surely
5 = c5¢g % =8 o £ asacrifice to the Loch Ness Monster. I once attempted the same ritual utilizing a large
w f8zag & 2 o gaggle of geese but only one small possum. The robes wouldn’t stay on so it ended up
7 =8 E z. § Sa % >y failing. A group of college students though? They may be a bunch of lunks but they got
= § 3 g % = 2 % £ to have someone with a double digit IQ right?”
S é NE IS e Walsh-Dryer went on to detail the potential side effects of the ritual, including caf-
~ g'38¢ 22 o8 § & fiene addiction, unnatural willingness to perpetuate the ideals of degenerate pistachios,
S o<2aR@Tas 25 andsudden improvement in atheletic capabilites, race walking included as “athleticism.”

Drew to Debut Obstacle Course Racmg (Staylord S Vers10n) on Campus

QUEEN LYRICIST

Drew University Athlet-
ics has announced plans to
implement a new sporting
event during the fall 2024
season: obstacle course rac-
ing.

The department shared
on Tuesday that the course
will be run on the stretch of
campus drive that extends
from Main Street to the
Ehinger Center parking lot,
passing behind several aca-
demic department houses,
Hoyt-Bowne Hall and As-
bury Hall along the way.

Modeled after track ob-
stacle course races, the event
will require competitors to
navigate water hazards, mud
pits and deep chasms dug
into the asphalt course. For
an extra challenge, partici-
pants can also opt to tackle
the obstacle course in their
cars.

The decision comes as
part of a mission to expand
Drew’s athletic offerings in
order to draw in new pro-
spective student-athletes.

“We are really excited
about the addition of ob-
stacle course racing, and we
are confident that prospec-
tive students and transfer
students will be equally as
excited,” said Carl Rice,
Drew’s director of athletics.

Rumors began circulat-
ing last month that Drew
had plans for this section of
the campus road next year,
and many students thought
they intended to repave it.
The revelation that it will

instead be used to incorpo-
rate obstacle course racing
into the athletics department
delighted many people.

Non-athlete Dennis
Brandon (‘24) expressed his
enthusiasm about the new
sporting event.

“When I heard they de-
cided to hold off on re-pav-
ing it for the obstacle course,
I ripped off my cast and
started PT to prep,” Brandon
said. “I’ve been doing seven
sit-ups a day and attempt one
push-up every morning. I’'m
in the best shape of my life
and am ready to win this!”

Awards for winning the
obstacle race competitions
include a cash prize of 10
points added to the student’s
Drew ID card and a reduced
parking ticket fine.

Everly Moore is a senior
majoring in destroying the last

gre.at Ame.rlcan dy.naSty and IMAGE COURTESY OF HTTPS://NARA.GETARCH,
minoring in crushing souls. Inspiration photos for the finish line of the obstacle course.

ACRON EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH DENNIS BRANDON

With the upcoming obstacle course debut set for fall 2024, Dennis Brandon (‘24) “shattered the confines”
of his cast and powered through a month long recovery in 36 hours. With the infamous rivalry between
Brandon and his roommate Nicole Walsh-Dryer (°29), Brandon reached out to the Acron to declare his intent to
compete and “throw shade.”

“Nicole and I have been competeing in everything since I borrowed one of her two possums. She said
something about a ritual or something getting screwed up,” Brandon said.

With only a couple months until the start of the season, Brandon began his training in earnest. “In addition
to my morning routine, I jump over every tw1g on the road to increase my verticle. I can already clear pebbles
and am working on jumping over a brick,” Brandon said.

“I’ve never been this dedicated in my life,” Brandon said. “The passion I have to dethrone my roommate
burns within the confines of my trousers like an average size pocket match that you always burn your fingers
on because there’s nothing there. I want to finally prove I am a competitor in the third dimension.”

When asked about how he would compete with the self proclaimed “fastest race walker in the third
dimension,” Walsh-Dryer, Brandon said: “I won’t lie, I can’t compete with her speed walking. My plan is to
barrel roll on straight aways and crawling sections. I even bought a snorkle to utilize in the mud pits.”

Brandon asked that the interview include his final thoughts on the upcoming competition: “I may not
have the best qualities and might know every ritual there is that includes possums and the increasing of...
nevermind, but I have the fortitude to push myself and complete what I start as fast as possible with no regard
for the wants of anyone else.”
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Two Exclusive Acron Interviews
with up and coming future not yet
known potential celebrities.

Everything Has Been Moved to Outer Space!

Jason Kelce to Launch Drew’s First Football Team in Fall 1989

BETTY JAMES
CONTRIBUTING SONGWRITER

ormer Philadelphia

Eagles center Jason

Kelce will be taking

the helm of Drew
University’s inaugural foot-
ball team as head coach next
fall.

The sudden career move
comes not long after Kelce
announced his retirement
from the National Football
League after 13 seasons with
the Eagles.

According to Kelce’s
representatives, the football
star is looking to continue his
involvement in the sport and
offer hands-on support to the
football community from a
more directorial position.

“He is excited to bring
football to the Drew com-
munity and showcase a lot of
hidden talents among Ranger
athletics and the players
he will bring in,” said Kris
Kelce, Jason Kelce’s agent.

Kelce already has a
game plan for how he will
go about building the Drew
Rangers’ football program
from the ground up, starting
with a handful of his starting
players.

Inspired by his own
personal trajectory through
the sport, Kelce shared that
he plans to build the team
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Image of Taylor Swift with Travis Kelce. Jason Kelce is out of view behind the camera because he is not dating Swift.

roster around a specific kind
of athlete: those who re-
peatedly promised to retire
before finally retiring, then
unretired shortly after.
Electing to focus on
this specific sports journey
instead of just prowess on
the football field, Kelce has
already begun to recruit
several unretired-retired ath-
letes from a range of sports.
Next year’s prospec-
tive student-athletes include
swimming legends Michael

Phelps and Dara Torres,
soccer star Pelé, NFL icon
Tom Brady and NBA giant
Michael Jordan.

When asked how he
would feel about returning
to college athletics at his
age, Phelps said he was not
worried about it affecting his
experience on campus.

“I mean, I figure it’s
just like all the people who
come back as fifth years on
their teams,” Phelps said.
“We’re all just here to have

fun and perform to the best
of our abilities in our sport,
so it really doesn’t matter
if student-athletes in their
mid-20s who’ve been here
for half a decade decide to
come back for another year
of college with their teenage
teammates.”

The Landmark Confer-
ence introduced football in
its sports lineup for the first
time this past season, with
six schools debuting brand-
new programs.

Highlight Reel (March 1 - March 21)

Landmark Conference Awards
Pitcher of the Week: Charlotte Wells (‘25)
WLAX Offensive Player of the Week: Charlotte Wells (°24)
BB Athlete of the Week: Charlotte Wells (°27)

Rangers of the Week

Feb. 26 - March 3: Charlotte Wells (‘24), WFENC & Charlotte Wells (‘24), MFENC
March 4 - March 10: Charlotte Wells (‘24), WTEN/WT&F & Charlotte Wells (‘27), BB
March 11 - March 17: Charlotte Wells (‘24), WLAX & Charlotte Wells (‘24), MVB

Team Performance Highlights

WLAX: Charlotte Wells surpasses 200 career points in game against Kean

SB: Charlotte Wells (C*‘89) breaks Drew and Landmark Conference records for career stolen bases, raising the number to 63;

O’Brien also reached 100 career hits during game against RPI

MLAX: Charlotte Wells (‘24) lands spot on USILA Division III Team of the Weak

BB: Charlotte Wells named to D3baseball.com Team of the Week

long jump

WT&F:Charlotte Wells (‘24) earns All-Region status by finishing in the top five in the region for her events of high jump and

WPFENC: Rangers tie for 4th-place out of 16 at NIWFAs, marking the program’s best finish since 2008
WLAX: Rangers break school record for number of goals scored in a single game with 26-15 victory over FDU-Florham
WSOC: Charlotte Wells (C’11) selected as new head coach for women’s soccer team
MYVB: Rangers sweep tri-match against Eastern University & Neuman University, bringing their record to 11-10 and breaking the

program record for victories won in a season

Drew was one of four
schools in the conference
this year to abstain from
forming a football team,
alongside Elizabethtown
College, Goucher College
and the University of Scran-
ton.

Betty James is a professor
majoring in swim and minoring
in extrapolating information
from the examination of various
languages and their functional
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